Preparatory: Global Coordinating Group

The United Na-
tions High Level
Plenary Meeting that
would be called the

‘World Conference on Octobe y
: y Holidayudgn Hetel

Indigenous Peoples
had a framework

for member states

to work within, but
indigenous peoples
did not have a global
mechanism. An ad
hoc body recog-
nized by the UN
Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues
was formed shortly
after the UN announced that it would convene the world conference. It would be called the In-
ternational Indigenous Global Coordinating Group and individuals familiar with the UN system
were invited to sit on this body. It was impossible to have more than 5,000 indigenous nations
select representatives to this body that would coordinate indigenous peoples’ participation in the
UN process. Individuals became members of this body by designation from non-governmental
organizations and small groups of activists. Some of the documents of the Global Coordinating
Group are published here.
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Terms of Reference for the GCG

The Indigenous Global Coordinating Group
(GCQ) is tasked with the coordination of
Indigenous participation at all levels leading
up to and including the UN World Conference
on Indigenous Peoples 2014 (WCIP 2014) by
doing the following:

a. Informing and educating Indigenous
Peoples in order to enable them make
informed decisions regarding the WCIP
2014;

b. Promoting the right of Indigenous Peoples
to participate at all levels of the WCIP
2014 process and facilitating Indigenous
Peoples’ participation in the process;

c. Providing feedback to the co-facilitators
of the WCIP 2014, on the basis of In-
digenous consultations in the respective
regions and caucuses;

d. Distributing information about the WCIP
2014 in their region to as many peoples,
nations and communities as possible;

e. Sharing and coordinating information
with other regional representatives;

f.  Making recommendations for consider-
ation for regional and global Indigenous
caucuses regarding the WCIP 2014;

g. Establishing and maintaining relationships
with governments and permanent mis-
sions at the UN in order to ensure an open
line of communication and to support the
Copenhagen meeting resolution;

h. Lobbying governments to achieve the
goals and objectives of Indigenous Peoples
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for the WCIP 2014;

Promoting the objectives of the Copenha-
gen meeting resolution;

Communicating and coordinating with
the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Is-
sues (PFII), the Expert Mechanism on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP)
and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, on issues related to
the WCIP 2014;

Soliciting and securing adequate funding
for Indigenous Peoples participation in the
WCIP 2014 process at all levels, including
meetings of the GCG, regional prep-coms,
the Indigenous Peoples Prep Conference
in Alta, Norway 2013 and the WCIP 2014
itself;

Communicating input from Indigenous
Peoples to ensure constant Indigenous
participation through every aspect of the
WCIP 2014;

. Communicating, cooperating and plan-

ning with the organizers of the Indigenous
Peoples Prep Conference in Alta, Norway
in order to secure a successful outcome;

Coordinating and organizing Indigenous
Peoples caucuses and meetings about the
WCIP 2014 in connection to UN meetings
including during the sessions of the PFII
and the EMRIP;

Participating in and coordinating if re-
quired local and regional processes;

Contributing to the organizing and plan-
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ning of the WCIP 2014;

Coordinating Indigenous Peoples process-
es at different levels including youth and
women;

Following through with necessary ac-
tivities of the WCIP 2014 for up to six
months after the conference such as wrap-
ping up loose ends, disseminating outcome
documents and evaluating the conference
and the work of the GCG; and

Carrying out any other activities needed
to accomplish the goals and objectives of
Indigenous Peoples for the WCIP 2014.

Terms of Reference for the GCG
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Global Coordinating Group Detail Description

The Indigenous global coordinating group (GCG) is made up of members from the 7 Indig-
enous regions of the world as well as the Indigenous youth and Indigenous women’s caucus. Each
region or caucus can have up to two members and one alternate. The GCG is supported by its
Secretariat, Tracey Castro Whare and Inger Johanne Mudenia.

Region/Caucus | Member Member Alternate
Africa Joseph QOle Simel | Saoudata
Aboubacrine
Arctic Hjalmar Dahl John Henriksen Sara Larsson
Asia Joan Carling Binota Moy Ang Kaji Sherpa
Dhamai

Latin America Florina Lopez Marta Sanchez Nancy lza
North America | Kenneth Deer DebraHarry Art Manuel
Pacific Ghazali Ohorella Menase Kaisiepo
Russia Rodion Dmitry

Sulyandziga Berezhkov
Indigenous Tarcila Rivera Zea | Alyssa Macy Vicky Tauli-
women Corpuz and

Kamira Nait Sid

Indigenous Tania Pariona Tomas Aslak Eleanor Goroh
youth Juuso
Rapporteur/ Tracey Castro Whare
Secretariat
Secretariat Inger Johanne Mudenia
support

The GCG has met five times since its es-
tablishment. Each region or caucus has been
represented by at least one or if funds have
allowed two members. The GCG has created
Terms of Reference for itself as well as for the
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Indigenous co-facilitator. It has also formed a
fundraising committee and a communications
group. All members serve in their volunteer

capacity.

The GCG is primarily responsible for
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lobbying for the full and effective participa-
tion of Indigenous peoples in the preparatory
processes leading up to, during and after the
World Conference as well as raising funds to
ensure that the Indigenous preparatory process
is realized. All GCG members are responsible
for the dissemination of information, fundrais-
ing and planning within their respective region
or caucus.

AFRICA

The African region maintains a listserv

to facilitate communication regarding the
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. As
an Indigenous person or organization from
Africa you can connect by visiting the link
below. Please include a short introductory note
with your request to join the listserv.
proups.google.com/forum/#!forum/weif

2014africa

ARCTIC

If you are an Indigenous person or orga-
nization from the Arctic region and you want
to know more about the World Conference on
Indigenous Peoples please contact Hjalmar

Dahl jalma@greennet.g] and John Henriksen |]
Fohn. Henriksen@samediggi.nd

ASIA

If you are an Indigenous person or organi-
zation from Asia and you are interested in the
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples you
can contact Joan Carling joan@aippnet.ord,
Binota Moy Dhamai bdtripura@gmail.com
and Ang Kaji Sherpa kajikisan@hotmail.com|

Global Coordinating Group Description

ganization from Latin America and you are
interested in the World Conference on Indig-
enous Peoples, you can contact Florina
florina.lopez@gmail.com|, Marta Sanchéz
and Nancy Iza
hancy.iza@gmail.con]

NORTH AMERICA

Information related to the World Confer-
ence on Indigenous Peoples for the North
American Region is being shared on the North
American Regional Indigenous Peoples’ Cau-
cus (NAIPC) listserv. If you are an Indigenous
person or organization from North America
please see the link below to join this list.

http://lists.nativeweb.org/listinfo.cgi/naipc]
ist-nativeweb.ord

PACIFIC

The Pacific region maintains a listserv
to facilitate communication regarding the
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples.
If you are an Indigenous person or organi-
zation from the Pacific you can connect by
visiting the link below. Please include a short
introductory note with your request to join

the listserv. https://groups.google.com/|

forum/fromgroups#!forum/wcip2014pacifid

RUSSIA

If you are an Indigenous person or organi-
zation from Russia and you are interested in
the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples,
please contact Rodion Sulyandziga fodion@)

rail_gon.infa and Dmitry Berezhkov :dmr.bkv@
mail.con]

LATIN AMERICA

If you are an Indigenous person or or-
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WOMEN

The Global Indigenous Women’s Caucus
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Global Coordinating Group Description

maintains a listserv to facilitate communica-
tion about the World Conference on Indig-
enous Peoples. If you are an Indigenous
woman or Indigenous women’s organization
visit the link below to be added to that list.

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/|

Elobal-indigenous-women-caucug

YOUTH

If you are an Indigenous youth, the Global
Indigenous Youth Caucus maintains a listserv
to facilitate communication regarding the
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. You
can connect by visiting the link below. Please
include a short introductory note to your
request to join the listserv.

https://groups.google.com/|
forum/#!forum/un-indigenous-youth-caucug
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1. UN Resolution
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Indigenous Nations and WCIP
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5 UN and State
Governments’
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Peoples
Planning
Meetings
3. Regional
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2. Form the Global Mselin Y
Coordination Group gs
Oct-May
2013

5. UN Informal
Interactive
Roundtable

June 2014
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4. Global
Indigenous
Peoples’
Preparatory
Meeting

B

Indigenous Nations and WCIP

Alta, Norway
June 2013

Indigenous peoples’ representatives from non-governmental organization, communities and
indigenous customary and constitutional governments converged in a process parallel to a pro-
cess conducted by member UN governments to prepare for an Interactive Dialogue in June of
2014 in preparation for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples-September 2014 at the UN
Headquarters in New York City. Controversy abounded in each of the regional meetings about
whether indigenous would enjoy the right and reality of participating in the global meeting.
Would the meeting be “about” or “with” indigenous peoples’ representatives?
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Open-ended Indigenous Peoples’ Brainstorming Meeting

on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 2014
Copenhagen, Denmark on 13 - 14 January 2012

Rapporteur’s report
16 March 2012

A. Background

In order to continue the preparatory work
undertaken by Indigenous peoples in rela-

tion to the World Conference on Indigenous
Peoples 2014 (WCIP 2014), the government

of Greenland, the International Working
Group on Indigenous Affairs IGWIA) and the
Sami Parliament of Norway jointly hosted an
open-ended Indigenous peoples’ brainstorm-
ing meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark, 13 — 14
January 2012 (the Copenhagen meeting).

Indigenous representatives from each of the
seven global regions were invited to attend
along with representatives of Indigenous
women and youth. The three UN mandates
that deal specifically with Indigenous peoples’
rights - the Expert Mechanism on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP), the Perma-
nent Forum on Indigenous Issues (PF), and
the Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Peoples
(SR) - also attended1. An interactive dialogue
was also held on the second day with numer-
ous State representatives. There were also
some Indigenous media present who filmed
and reported on the Copenhagen meeting.

B. Opening remarks
The Premier of Greenland, Mr Kuupik Kleist

welcomed the participants to the meeting and
confirmed his governments support for the

WCIP 2104. He noted the concern raised by
many Indigenous peoples of ensuring that
their full and effective participation prior to,
during, and after the WCIP 2014 must be
addressed. He agreed that the UN Declara-
tion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (the
Declaration) should be the underlying norma-
tive framework for the WCIP 2014. He also
noted that the WCIP 2014 must do more than
produce a long list of recommendations; it
must also take decisions to strengthen the insti-
tutional framework of the UN system so that
Indigenous peoples’ rights and their coordina-
tion within the UN become the responsibility
of day to day top management.

Mr Villy Sgvndal, the Danish Minister of
Foreign Affairs also addressed the meeting.

He spoke of the long and ongoing partnership
between his government and the government
of Greenland. He also noted his government’s
support for Indigenous peoples at the interna-
tional level and confirmed its ongoing support
of Indigenous peoples’ rights as well as sup-
port for the WCIP 2014.

C. Appointments

The meeting appointed Mr Joseph Ole Simel
and Ms Tarcila Rivera as co-facilitators. Ms
Tracey Castro Whare was appointed the Rap-
porteur.

D. Summary of discussion

The genesis of the WCIP 2014 is General As-

1 A full list of participants is attached as Appendix A.
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Indigenous Peoples’ Brainstorming Meeting on the WCIP 2014 from Copenhagen 13-14 Jan. 2012

sembly resolution A/C.3/65/L.22/Rev.1 (GA
resolution) which states:

Decides to organize a high-level plenary
meeting of the General Assembly, to be
known as the World Conference on Indig-
enous Peoples, to be held in 2014, in order
to share perspectives and best practices on
the realization of the rights of Indigenous
peoples, including to pursue the objectives
of the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and invites
the President of the General Assembly to
conduct open- ended consultations with
Member States and with indigenous
peoples’ representatives in the framework
of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues, as well as with the Expert Mecha-
nism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
and the Special Rapporteur in order to
determine the modalities for the meeting,
including indigenous peoples’ participation
at the Conference.

Whilst participants noted their concern that
Indigenous peoples had not been involved in
the drafting of the GA resolution and that it
had been a State initiative, it was accepted that
regardless of how the WCIP 2014 came about,
Indigenous peoples need to make the most of
the opportunity, Indigenous peoples need to
shape the WCIP 2014 and play an active role
before, during and after the WCIP 2014, and
that Indigenous peoples need to act with one
mind and passionately to address the issues.
Others noted that it is a tremendous opportu-
nity and a good faith initiative that should be
welcomed, and that challenges that arise could
be solved by constructive dialogue.

It was noted that the wording of the GA reso-
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lution refers to a high-level plenary session and
that this is different to a World Summit or a
‘World Conference. The latter two require pre-
paratory conferences and regional preparatory
meetings that the UN and States fund, whereas
a high-level plenary session does not have
regional preparatory meetings and is therefore
less expensive.

Participants noted that the WCIP 2014 is
linked to the 2nd Decade of Indigenous
Peoples and the Plan of Action. The WCIP
2014 will coincide with the end of the 2nd
Decade and can be used for reflecting on the
past as well as looking forward. It was also
noted that not many of the recommendations
of the 2nd Decade Plan of Action have been
implemented.

It was noted that the WCIP 2014 will not oc-
cur in a vacuum, there are many international
meetings that will occur prior to and after

the WCIP 2014 that Indigenous peoples also
need to be aware of and consider in strategic
outcomes. For example, the WCIP 2014 must
be linked to other global work like the Rio
20+ where Indigenous peoples have already
had positive input into key documents, the
Millennium Development Goals which will
be edited in 2015 and the 3rd international
expert meeting on Treaties, Agreements and
Other Constructive Arrangements which may
be held later this year. Outcomes of meetings
prior to the WCIP 2014 can feed into the work
before the WCIP 2014 whilst key outcomes of
the WCIP 2014 could be included in processes
occurring after the WCIP 2014.

It was noted that there have been three clear
Indigenous responses to the GA resolution, the
first being the offer of the Sami Parliament of
Norway to host a global preparatory meeting
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Indigenous Peoples’ Brainstorming Meeting on the WCIP 2014 from Copenhagen 13-14 Jan. 2012

of Indigenous peoples in June 2013, in Alta,
Norway. The second was the drafting of a
concept paper by Indigenous peoples to assist
Indigenous peoples to communicate globally
and facilitate discussion and lastly, the Copen-
hagen meeting itself which is an opportunity
to kick start the process of Indigenous peoples
participation in the WCIP 2014. There was
general agreement that the Copenhagen meet-
ing is timely and has an important function

to play in bringing participants together to
generate as many ideas, issues and suggestions
as possible.

)

It was noted that the GA resolution throws up
a number of issues and challenges that Indig-
enous peoples need to address. Responding to
these issues and challenges can be solved with
constructive dialogue, and it was emphasized
that Indigenous peoples should think beyond
the current limitations of the UN system, to
not accept existing rules and to be innovative
in creating new solutions. The WCIP 2014
can also be used as an opportunity to confront
issues head on and could advance Indigenous
peoples’ rights and objectives, for example, the
lack of recognition of Indigenous peoples by
many African States, or the right of free, prior
and informed consent. These and other issues
could be put forward to generate clarity that
could lead to a high level of consensus. It was
also noted that there are dangers in opening
these discussions as States could try to limit
Indigenous peoples’ rights.

There was agreement that there are two broad
areas that Indigenous peoples need to ad-
dress. The first relates to the full and effective
participation of Indigenous peoples in UN
processes leading up to, during, and after the
WCIP 2014. The second area is the substan-
tive content of the WCIP 2014.
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D1. Full and effective participation

A number of issues were canvassed such as

the ongoing meetings between States and the
President of the General Assembly in New
York. The next meeting is to be held the week
after the Copenhagen meeting and the ques-
tion was raised as to how Indigenous peoples
can make concrete proposals to these meetings.
It is clear that there are times when Indig-
enous peoples need to engage with the UN
and States in the lead up to the WCIP 2014.
Ensuring this happens is an issue that needs to
be addressed. One idea was to nominate an
Indigenous co-facilitator to work alongside the
State-nominated facilitator that the President
of the General Assembly will appoint. An-
other idea was to create an Indigenous global
coordinating group to act as a focal point so
that information can be disseminated. This
group could also work on the modalities of the
WCIP 2014. Another idea was to lobby for
the adoption of a further GA resolution that
clearly defines Indigenous peoples participa-
tion in the WCIP 2014 process (a resolution of
this type has the support of Mexico). Another
idea was that further GA resolutions to define
the modalities of the WCIP 2014 could also be
adopted.

It was noted that any further GA resolutions
should be endorsed by the EMRIP and the PF,
and that Indigenous peoples’ participation at
the WCIP 2014 could be defined by looking at
how Indigenous peoples participate in the PF,
and that consideration should also be given to
how previous World Conferences and World
Summits addressed issues of participation by
non State organizations. It was agreed that
Indigenous peoples’ participation is crucial if
the WCIP 2014 is going to reflect Indigenous
concerns and initiatives. It was also agreed
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Indigenous Peoples’ Brainstorming Meeting on the WCIP 2014 from Copenhagen 13-14 Jan. 2012

that the recognition and status of Indigenous
peoples at the UN must continue in an orga-
nized and deliberate way in order to develop
the status of Indigenous peoples’ organizations
beyond the current limits of only having the
same status as non-governmental organisa-
tions.

The 3 UN mandates explained how they see
their involvement in the WCIP 2014. The
EMRIP has included a new agenda item — the
WCIP 2014 - in their next session. The PF
noted it has a leading role to play given its
mandate — to provide advice and coordination
to the UN — and the fact that it is based in New
York. The SR saw his role as more tangential
to the WCIP 2014. Participants questioned
how these three UN mandates could leverage
their parent bodies to a greater degree in order
to have them adopt resolutions that support the
WCIP 2014.

D2. Substantive content

The second broad area of discussion was the
substantive content of the WCIP 2014. It was
noted that there is overwhelming support for
the Declaration to be the normative framework
for the WCIP 2014, that the rights that the
Declaration contains are not diminished in any
way through the WCIP 2014 process and that
the Declaration be acknowledged as the frame-
work that brings Indigenous peoples’ rights
together. It was also noted that the implemen-
tation of the Declaration must be strengthened
and enhanced, and that many Indigenous peo-
ples have international documents that guaran-
tee their rights and that those instruments must
also be implemented. One idea suggested was
that in order to gain support for Indigenous
concerns, Indigenous peoples should propose
solutions to existing global problems that also
address Indigenous concerns, for example,
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climate change and Indigenous land manage-
ment practices.

It was also noted that lands and territories
must make up one of the key areas that the
WCIP 2014 addresses. Other participants were
cautious in their aspirations and noted that
Indigenous peoples must be realistic and stra-
tegic in what the WCIP 2014 can achieve. It
was further noted that the outcome document
is likely to be drafted in New York following
past practice. As such, Indigenous peoples
need to strategise how Indigenous peoples can
have input into that process. Similarly, a Plan
of Action could be the outcome document of
the WCIP 2014, that is, a political Declara-
tion. Indigenous input into such a document
also needs to be addressed. It was noted that
the WCIP 2014 could be used to take stock
of the implementation (or lack thereof) of the
Declaration. The suggestion was also made
that the EMRIP and the PF hold organized
dialogue sessions between States and Indig-
enous peoples prior to the WCIP 2014.

D3. Strategies

There were a number of fundamental over-
arching strategies that came out of the Co-
penhagen meeting. It was suggested that the
WCIP 2014 include a celebratory aspect which
acknowledges the survival of Indigenous
peoples despite the ongoing process of colo-
nisation. Such a celebratory focus would also
raise awareness of Indigenous peoples’ issues
globally. It was agreed that Indigenous peoples
must raise awareness amongst themselves in
relation to the WCIP 2014. This process has
begun by the dissemination of the concept
paper, and must continue by ensuring that rel-
evant and timely information is disseminated
to Indigenous peoples. It was suggested that a
media strategy needs to be created to educate
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mainstream media about Indigenous peoples
so that Indigenous stories are recorded and
reported correctly, and that the use of social
media platforms could be used for raising
awareness amongst non-Indigenous as well as
Indigenous peoples.

There was agreement that promoting a Con-
vention based on the Declaration should not
be included in the WCIP 2014 as a high-level
plenary session was not the appropriate place
for such an instrument to be drafted. Further,
it was agreed that the focus should be on the
implementation of the Declaration, not on its
content being redefined or limited, and that it
is incorrect to say that the Declaration is not
binding as parts of the Declaration are already
found in existing international law.

It was noted that Indigenous peoples must
ensure the development of ideas that will allow
for the highest level of participation of Indig-
enous peoples in all fora.

It was stated that Indigenous peoples need to
ensure that national governments work with
Indigenous peoples to financially support
Indigenous peoples’ national and regional
preparatory meetings and that such meetings
be used to disseminate information, further
strategise and create momentum and interest
in the WCIP 2014.

One participant relayed their experience at at-
tending the high-level plenary meeting to com-
memorate the Durban Declaration. Only 10
non-governmental organizations were allowed
to speak, security was incredibly tight and
speaking time was decreased for non- govern-
mental organizations as more and more States
exceeded their speaking times. This experience
was shared as a worst case scenario that must
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not be repeated in relation to the WCIP 2014.

Participants encouraged each other to make
sure that Indigenous leaders and chiefs attend
the WCIP 2014 as it is a high-level meeting
and Indigenous peoples must be represented by
their own leaders.

The importance of trying to find consensus
was also noted so that Indigenous peoples
would have a strong collective position.

There was discussion about the role and
mandate of an Indigenous global coordinating
group as well as the idea of an Indigenous co-
facilitator. Questions such as what is their role
and who do they report to were raised. Whilst
some preferred to have a longer discussion
about these ideas, others preferred to adopt
these ideas during the Copenhagen meeting in
order to best use the time and people resources
that were present.

It was agreed that full and effective partici-
pation of Indigenous peoples in the WCIP
2014 was an ongoing issue that needs to be
addressed. It was also noted that Indigenous
peoples input into the outcome document of
the WCIP 2014 was another important issue
that must be anticipated and planned for.
Previous high-level meetings have followed the
process whereby State representatives in New
York draft the outcome document. It was sug-
gested that Indigenous peoples need to decide
on a number of key issues that can be put for-
ward for the outcome document and that that
the process of drafting could start now. It was
noted that the two international Decades of
the World’s Indigenous Peoples have produced
a raft of recommendations that could be used.
Mention was also made of the specific man-
dates that now exist within the UN that focus
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on Indigenous peoples’ rights, for example, the
PF. Those mandates need to progress their
jurisdictions and the WCIP 2014 could be used
to achieve that end.

Participants voiced the view that Indigenous
peoples need to start somewhere, and that the
Copenhagen meeting was a good sized meet-
ing with representatives from all the different
regions and that the time should be used as
effectively as possible to achieve as much as
possible. Many agreed with the idea of a draft-
ing group. There was general agreement that
Indigenous peoples need to get the word out
that the WCIP 2014 is happening, as well as
give real consideration as to how participation
will work.

The suggestion was made that funds should be
made available to ensure balanced participa-
tion so that all regions could hold their own
regional meetings. Those regional meetings
could then feed into the global Indigenous
preparatory meeting in Norway in 2013 which
would be an excellent opportunity to find con-
sensus on issues and recommendations for the
WCIP 2014.

There were suggestions that regional and na-
tional preparatory meetings need a document
of some sort to work with that has input from
Indigenous peoples globally and that Indig-
enous peoples need to collaborate globally as
well as take into account national issues. Some
participants stated that they had an assump-
tion that in Alta, Norway, a document will be
finalized by consensus that will be the docu-
ment that is presented to the WCIP 2014 on
behalf of Indigenous peoples. Further, that in
order to ensure the full and effective participa-
tion of Indigenous peoples at the WCIP 2014,
a GA resolution should be drafted soon by
Indigenous peoples to ensure that Indigenous
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peoples’ governments attend as Indigenous
governments Or as experts.

The Chair of the PF advised the meeting that
the PF members have a preparatory meeting
in February and that this year they plan to
have a half day discussion during the session
on future work that includes the WCIP 2014.
During the PF there will also be a high- level
plenary session to commemorate the Declara-
tion. These are two good opportunities for the
regions to address the content of the WCIP
2014. The Chair also noted that States have
indicated that they want a resolution on the
modalities of the WCIP 2014 by the end of
this year therefore it is important to ensure that
the Indigenous peoples’ position is put forward
soon. Concern was raised that a half day dis-
cussion on future work during the PF was not
enough time to fully discuss the WCIP 2014 as
well as other future work.

It was noted that both the PF and the EMRIP
recommendations have addressed the WCIP
2014, and that they need to get their parent
bodies to adopt resolutions regarding the
WCIP 2014. It was further noted that the PF is
the most relevant UN mandate holder to deal
with the WCIP 2014. The session of the PF
in 2014 is going to be four months prior to the
WICIP 2014. The question was raised as to
whether the PF in May 2014 ought not to be
an entire session on the WCIP 2014. Timing
will be a key issue.

Another idea was that the WCIP 2014 ought
to have a status report on the situation of
Indigenous peoples. This report should be
available in 2014, and include the contributions
of Indigenous peoples; it could also include all
UPR reports and the jurisprudence of treaty
bodies. Is this something the PF ought to be
resourcing? A further idea was that the PF
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hold a half day dialogue on the modalities of
the WCIP 2014. It was noted that the PF has
an important function to play because it can
act as co- facilitator between States and Indig-
enous peoples.

It was noted that preparatory meetings must
be officially recognized by the UN so that the
results of such meetings are formally included
in the WCIP 2014. Such preparatory meetings
also need resources.

It was reiterated that the framework of the
Declaration is fundamental to the workings of
the WCIP 2014.

Another idea that was put forward was that
Indigenous peoples need to use caucus meet-
ings at all international meetings to discuss the
WCIP 2014 in order to raise awareness and
continue with the work that needs to be done.

The Chair of the EMRIP also advised the
meeting that the next session of the EMRIP
will have a half day discussion on the WCIP
2014.

Another idea was that States should be
required to submit a document to the WCIP
2014 outlining what steps they have taken to
implement the Declaration.

A further idea raised was to create an Indig-
enous global coordinating group made up

of people from the seven global regions, as
well as one woman and one youth from the
respective caucuses. There was discussion
that global coordination could take place with
the global coordinating group and that this
would standardize and create consistency

at the local level. This group would engage
with the UN if and when required, however
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their main objective would be to assist with
and have input into the logistics of the WCIP
2014. Questions were raised about the role that
this group would play and who they would

be accountable to, as well as confirming that
this group was not and could not be a repre-
sentative group. Whilst everyone agreed their
primary focus was on logistics, it could not be
ruled out that they may at times need to take
decisions for their regions. Given it is unclear
at this stage what kinds of questions/issues are
likely to arise, it was noted that it is difficult

to provide any clear guidance as to how these
questions/issues will be addressed.

Another suggestion was the call for a docu-
ment that crystallizes Indigenous issues. Such
a document could identify tasks, who would
complete them, process issues amongst Indig-
enous peoples, and Indigenous peoples and
States, as well as the substance of the WCIP
2014. The concept paper was considered a
good starting point and the following sugges-
tions were made as further content that could
be added to the concept paper.

1. Key timelines and dates Indigenous
peoples need to be familiar with.

2.  What are the key meetings nationally,
regionally and internationally?

3.  What are the key existing international
documents for the WCIP 20147

4. What are the key Indigenous peoples’
documents covering substantive issues?

5. Communications — what are the key
messages that Indigenous peoples need to
deliver to Indigenous peoples as well as to
States and the media?
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6. Contact details for key Indigenous peoples
who will be part of the global coordinating
group.

7. What are the key regional preparatory
meetings that will be held and how can
they work alongside Indigenous woman
and youth caucuses?

8.  What are the financial resources available
to support preparatory meetings as well
as Indigenous peoples’ involvement in the
WCIP 20147

Other questions that were raised that could
also be included in the concept paper were:

1. Whether the UN Voluntary Fund for
Indigenous populations can have their
mandate expanded for the WCIP 2014?

2. If States contribute to the WCIP 2014,
what fund do they contribute to?

3. The PF could consider the country and
UN organizations status reports with a
consistent set of indicators.

4. There ought to be an extensive report re
status of Indigenous peoples that could
include the outcomes of the UPR process,
treaty body work etc.

5. Issues of land and territories are key issues
that will need to be addressed. Indigenous
peoples need to list and prioritize issues to
focus on.

6. The WCIP 2014 will seek to adopt an out-
come document. Indigenous peoples could
also have a declaration that is drafted and
adopted by Indigenous peoples. Such a
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declaration could focus on Indigenous
peoples’ relationships with States.

7. Outcomes — there is a tendency to have a
Program of Action, Indigenous peoples
need to avoid a “shopping list” of recom-
mendations. Indigenous peoples need to
remember what past World Conferences
have achieved for example, the Vienna
Declaration led to the establishment of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Indigenous peoples have a number of
mechanisms at the UN already and do not
need more.

8. There is some interest in looking at
what article 73 of the Charter means for
Indigenous peoples. The wording is very
relevant to Indigenous peoples.

9. Bring the media on board especially in
relation to exhibitions at the time of the
WCIP 2014.

10. Work towards a resolution that the Copen-
hagen meeting can adopt.

D4. Local and regional Indigenous prepara-
tory meetings

Given that the UN and States will not be
holding regional preparatory meetings in
preparation for the WCIP 2014, it falls upon
Indigenous peoples to organize their own
preparatory meetings within their countries
and regions. Participants noted that due to
limited financial support, it is imperative to use
whatever opportunities were available to meet
and discuss the WCIP 2014, for example, using
existing meetings and adding a further day to
discuss the WCIP 2014, or placing the WCIP
2014 on the agendas of existing meetings.
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Each region advised the meeting of current
developments in their regions regarding the
WCIP 2014.

Africa — There is a meeting in Kenya in Febru-
ary for IFAD and Rio+ 20, this is an opportu-
nity that can be used. Given the size of Africa,
there needs to be at least two regional meet-
ings - one in the south, the other in the east. If
these meetings can come up with good ideas,
they can form the basis of the African Indig-
enous peoples’ position which will mean that
not everyone needs to go to the WCIP 2014.

Arctic — Ever since the announcement of the
Sami Parliament in Norway to hold a prepara-
tory meeting, the Sami people have been trying
to coordinate their efforts. John Henriksen
has been appointed as the representative of
the three Sami Parliaments and resources

have been allocated to this process. The

Sami Council is also involved. The Sami are
cooperating with other Arctic peoples such as
the Inuit, the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC)
and the government of Greenland. They plan
to use UN meetings as venues to have discus-
sions on the WCIP 2014. The ICC is the
coordinator for the WCIP 2014 to disseminate
information to the region. A human rights
group has been established in Greenland who
will also work on preparations and their next
meeting will be in February. There is contact
with the Greenland and Danish government.

Asia — Indigenous peoples have an annual
meeting in February in Indonesia. There will
be time to discuss the WCIP 2014 and they
plan to hold a regional meeting by the end of
this year. The meeting could be held back to
back with the IFAD regional meeting to opti-
mize available funds. In terms of logistics, nu-
merous translators are required and sufficient
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time must be set aside for travel document
requirements. This is being raised now so that
the Sami Parliament is aware of these logistical
issues for Asian Indigenous peoples. Logistics
should not be a limitation for the participation
of grass roots Indigenous peoples.

Latin America - plan to host a meeting in
2013. The Andean Council would like to orga-
nize the preparatory meeting, yet to be con-
firmed. There is a meeting of COICA on 22
January in preparation for the Rio+ 20 meet-
ing where the WCIP 2014 will be discussed.

North America - In February or March there
is an annual preparatory meeting for the PF.
Part of the agenda will be at least a half day to
discuss the WCIP 2014 and Rio+ 20.

Pacific — In Australia, the National Congress
of Australia’s First Peoples will hold a Pacific
regional meeting in early 2013. The Pacific is
looking to AusAid and NZ Aid to contribute
funds. Australia has been responsive to recent
calls for financial assistance, for example, to
the Voluntary Fund of WIPO. There has been
no discussion regarding content yet. The
Pacific has good email networks that can be
used, so far basic information about the WCIP
as well as guidance and focus as to what is
discussed has been provided. In Hawaii, some
Indigenous peoples have a strong distrust of
the UN system and it will be difficult to engage
them in this process.

Russia — RAIPON hosted its council meeting
in November 2011 and undertook a brain-
storming session. They raised four critical is-
sues, the implementation of the Declaration at
the national level, lands and territorial rights,
natural resources, and relationships between
corporations and Indigenous peoples.
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Women — The UN is prepared to hold a
world conference for Indigenous women
before the end of this year. There is also an
expert meeting of the PF regarding violence
against Indigenous women and girls. Both
these fora can be used to raise awareness.

Youth — the youth caucus is going to have
a meeting to discuss the WCIP 2014. The
caucus wants to have synergy with regional
meetings and use the same resources.

Global preparatory meeting in Alta, Norway

A presentation was made by a representative
of the Norway Parliament to explain what
steps they had taken towards planning for a
global Indigenous preparatory meeting in Alta,
Norway, in 2013. Alta has the capacity to ca-
ter for 1600 people and bookings have already
been tentatively made. The Sami Parliament
needs confirmation that Indigenous peoples
want a global preparatory meeting. The Co-
penhagen meeting noted their appreciation of
the Sami proposal which was endorsed. The
meeting also noted that the Sami should work
closely with any established global coordinat-
ing group in order to progress matters forward.

E. Resolution

As a result of the discussions during the Co-
penhagen meeting, a resolution was adopted
by consensus.?

F. Interactive Dialogue

A number of State representatives were invited
to meet with the participants of the Copenha-
gen meeting. A summary of the discussions

of the Copenhagen meeting was given to the
State representatives.

Norway fully supported the GA resolution to
hold the WCIP 2014. They are also support-
ing members of the Sami Parliament in their
desire to hold a global Indigenous preparatory
meeting. Whilst they were unable to make
specific comments on issues and questions
raised from the Copenhagen meeting they
could communicate ideas and proposals to
their government for consideration.

Guatemala noted that they support the full and
effective participation of Indigenous peoples

at all levels of the UN. They considered the
issue of land, territories, natural resources and
consultation to be important. They agreed to
take note of Indigenous peoples’ issues and
concerns and relay them to the government.

Mexico noted the Copenhagen meeting was a
great initiative for discussion and consultation.
They noted it was important to listen to the
views and concerns of Indigenous peoples and
analyze what they have to say. As the Ambas-
sador of Mexico has said previously, Mexico
is in favour of Indigenous participation in all
stages of the WCIP 2014. Mexico noted there
are technical issues to address in the elabora-
tion of a resolution regarding the modalities of
the WCIP 2014. Next week there is a meeting
in New York with the President of the GA,
Indigenous peoples and State representatives
about the WCIP 2014. Mexico supports all
Indigenous efforts and agrees that the Declara-
tion is the framework.

Bolivia also noted that the Copenhagen meet-
ing and meetings like it were required to con-
tinue the work towards the WCIP 2014.

2 See Appendix B.
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Not all people present during the interactive
dialogue were State representatives. A retired
Danish participant, who has worked for many
years on Indigenous issues, noted that the
Secretariat should draft a background docu-
ment regarding what has been achieved in the
last two decades. He noted there is a lack of
awareness amongst the UN and the public at
large about Indigenous peoples. The docu-
ment would raise awareness, and could address
the question of where we should go from here?
Whilst much has been achieved internationally
there is still an implementation gap. The tim-
ing of the WCIP 2014 is important, 9 August
would not be good because States are not in
New York, 13 September would be better or a
date in December.

Denmark noted that the coordination and
facilitation of meetings is an important part
of this process. The WCIP 2014 is a high
priority in Denmark. Denmark will work in
collaboration with the Government of Green-
land in making the preparatory work as good
as it should be. It is obvious that Indigenous
peoples should be involved in all stages of

the WCIP 2014. If the WCIP 2014 is a suc-
cess, it could be a perfect ending of the 2nd
decade. Participation with dignity could be
accomplished and the WCIP 2014 is a golden
opportunity to make it happen.

Canada noted that it supports the objective of
the WCIP 2014. They are in the early stages
of planning their participation and welcome
the views of Indigenous peoples and UN
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mechanisms that will be reported back to
Canada.

The Greenland representative in the Dan-

ish Parliament raised the question of how to
secure the recognition of Indigenous peoples’
own meetings as part of the WCIP 2014 pro-
cess. They also noted that attending Indige-
nous caucus meetings is critical and that it will
be very important to be well prepared and that
the co-chairs of the caucus give priority to this.

Another Danish participant noted the imple-
mentation of the Declaration was important
and that the WCIP 2014 was an opportunity
to take stock of this. The Millennium Devel-
opment Goals were also another opportunity
to review progress of the implementation of
Indigenous peoples’ rights. Another Danish
participant raised the question of what kind
of commitments can come out of the WCIP
2014, and what are the accountability mecha-
nisms. In their experience, Indigenous issues
were regarded as being difficult and were
therefore not operationalized. There needs to
be a commitment to Indigenous peoples’ rights
within the current development paradigm.
There needs to be institutional policies that set
a minimum standard, as well as monitoring
mechanisms at the institutional level.
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Appendix A: List of Participants

Les Malezer Australia
Tracey Castro Whare New Zealand
Leon Siu Hawaii

North America

Ed John Canada
Kenneth Deer Canada
Andrea Carmen USA
Kent Lebsock USA

Latin America

Diego Ivan Escobar Guzman (South America/ | Colombia; Foro de Abya Yala
Amazon region)

Gilberto Solano (Central America) Panama; El Consejo indigena Mesoamericano (CIMA)
Veronica Huilipan (South Cone/ Argentina) Argentina; Confederacién Mapuche
Joram | Useb (South Africa) Namibia
Joseph Ole Simel (East Africa) Kenya
Saoudata Aboubacrine (Western Africa) Burkina Faso
John Henriksen Sami Parliamentarian Council
Hjalmar Dahl ICC, Greenland
Ronald Barnes Alaska
Rodion Sulyandziga RAIPON
Anastasia Chukhman Information Center Lach, Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky
Joan Carling Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact / Philippines-Thailand
Rukka Sombolinggi AMAN / Indonesia
Vicky Tauli-Corpuz Tebtebba / Philippines
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Indigenous Women

Tarcila Rivera Red Intercontinental de mujeres

Indigenous Youth

Alancay Morales Indigenous youth caucus

UN Mandates

James Anaya Special Rapporteur
Mirna Cunningham Chair-PF
Vital Bambanze Chair- EMRIP

UN Support Staff
Sonia Smallacombe Maia Campbell | PF SR

Other Participants

Megan Alvanna-Stimpfle Alaska - Arcticimperative.com

Grace Gao Academic from University of Helsinki

Co-Organisers

Tove Sevndahl Pedersen Greenland Representation Denmark
Susan Frydendahl Greenland Representation Denmark
Mira Kleist Greenland Representation Denmark
Marianne Lykke Thomsen Government of Greenland

Hege Fjellheim Sarre Sami Parliament in Norway

Jon Petter Gintal Sami Parliament in Norway

Inger Johanne Mudenia Sami Parliament in Norway

Lola Garcia-Alix IWGIA

Kathrin Wessendorf IWGIA

Kathe Jepsen IWGIA

Patricia Borraz / Spanish><English Almaciga - Madrid Spain

Monica Castell / French><Spanish Barcelona, Spain

Micheal Martina / Spanish><English Comunicando, Copenhagen
Michael J.H. Davies / French><English MIJD Translating, Roskilde

Daria Morgounova / Russian><English Copenhagen

Svetlana Klimenko / Russian><English Copenhagen

Helene Gjerding / Spanish><English Copenhagen

Alona Yefimenko / Social interpreter Rus<>Eng Indigenous Peoples Secretariat Arctic Council, Copenhagen
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Opening session - Friday 13 January

Denmark Villy Sevndal Minister of Foreign Affairs
Greenland Kuupik Kleist Premier
Norway Ambassador Jerg Willy Brone- Norway’s Embassy in Denmark
bakk
Bolivia Ambassador Eugenio Poma Bolivia’s Embassy in Denmark
and Nordic countries
Guatemala Ambassador Juan Leon, Cultural | Guatemala’s Embassy in Den-
Attaché and Cooperation Issues | mark and Nordic countries
Mexico Mariana Olivera West Mexico’s Embassy in Denmark
Denmark Ambassador Tyge Lehmann
Canada Political Councellor Kim Girtel | Canada’s Embassy in Denmark
Denmark Ida Nicolaisen Former member of UN PF
Denmark Birgitte Feiring Consultant
Denmark Rune Horby Danish Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs
Greenland/Danish Parliament Sara Olsvig Member of the Danish Parlia-
ment
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Appendix B

The participants at the open-ended Indig-
enous Peoples’ Brainstorming Meeting on
the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
2014, held in Copenhagen, Denmark, 13 — 14
January 2012 (the meeting) decide by consen-
sus? on the following arrangements which must
be adopted for the purpose of ensuring the
full and effective participation of Indigenous
Peoples in the World Conference on Indig-
enous Peoples 2014 (the World Conference)
as established by resolution A/C.3/65/L.22/
rev.1 of the United Nations General Assembly.

In making this decision we affirm that the
World Conference must be consistent with the
standards established by the United Nations
for acknowledging and respecting the rights of
the Indigenous Peoples of the world, and being
no less than the standards established in the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

We set out the following requirements
which we believe are the minimum terms for
the full and effective participation of Indig-
enous Peoples in the World Conference.

1. An indigenous nominated co-facilitator be
appointed alongside the facilitator that the
President of the General Assembly will
appoint to work on the modalities of the
World Conference. The meeting nominat-
ed John Henriksen, the Representative of
the Sami Parliamentarian Council, to be
appointed as the indigenous co-facilitator.

2. An indigenous global coordinating group
of nine members has been established
comprising Indigenous representatives
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from each of the seven Indigenous regions
being Africa, Arctic, Asia, Latin America,
North America, Pacific and Russia plus
one Indigenous woman and one Indig-
enous youth.

3. Indigenous Peoples delegations must be
able to fairly achieve accreditation to the
‘World Conference and any of the relevant
preparatory meetings.

4. Indigenous Peoples governing institutions,
including nations, councils, parliaments
and governments, including traditional
governments, should be acknowledged as
governments and accredited to participate
as peers with States.

5. Where Indigenous Peoples decide to con-
vene local, national, regional and global
preparatory processes leading up to the
World Conference then those meetings
should be officially recognized as part
of the preparatory process of the World
Conference.

‘We call upon States and agencies of the
United Nations to provide funds for the full
and effective participation of Indigenous
Peoples in the World Conference, taking due-
account of the preparatory processes.

3 Ronald Barnes did not support the resolution.
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Report of the Informal Meetings of the Global
Coordinating Group (GCG) for the WCIP 2014

By Vicky Tauli-Corpuz, for the Global Indigenous Women'’s Caucus

and the Asian Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus
January 28-30, 2013
New York City

Introduction

This is my personal informal report of what
happened in New York during the GCG meet-
ings and also the meetings of the group with
other entities.

Attendees

John Henriksen (Arctic Caucus Rep.)

Tracey Castro-Whare (GCG Secretariat)
Florina Lopez (Latin American-Caribbean
Rep.)

Menase Kaisiepo (Pacific Rep.) and his father
Kai Landow (Observer)

Vicky Tauli-Corpuz (Indigenous Women,
alternate)

Kenneth Deere (North America Rep.)

Joel Cerda (translator)

Tania Pariona (Indigenous Youth Rep.)

There was no quorum, so these meetings were
informal and this is an informal report meant
to provide the information on what transpired
in these meetings.

Co-Facilitators

John Henriksen shared why he withdrew
as co-facilitator. He did not feel he could be
effective as a co-facilitator if the North Ameri-
can caucus (NAIPC) will not endorse him and
if some members of this caucus keep under-
mining his position, for example, by publicly
stating that they do not support him as co-
facilitator (as it happened during the 2012 PFII
and the 2012 EMRIP sessions). Kenneth Deer
explained that the NAIPC has no consensus
that they will not support him and there was
not any decision on this issue. Kenneth shared
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that the National Congress of American Indi-
ans (NCAI) passed a resolution supporting an
indigenous co-facilitator and supporting John
Henriksen in that capacity. The Assembly of
First Nations (AFN) might also do this. The
regions present stated that they support him
as co-facilitator. They also think that it is too
bad that one region not having a decision,
could jeopardize our chances of having a co-
facilitator.

John Henriksen agreed that he would
reconsider his position if the AFN letter of
endorsement will come through. Kenneth Deer
said Chief Ed John would look into the AFN
endorsement. This was in light of the recom-
mendations of the state members who support
the WCIP, which said that if they meet with
the PGA and strongly propose a co-facilitator,
they would like to have a specific name that
they will include in their proposal. They can-
not afford to push for a co-facilitator and not
give names. The friendly governments com-
mitted to speak with other governments from
Africa and Asia to support the position to have
two co-facilitators, one from States and one
indigenous person. They will have a meeting
with the PGA next week. The States also have
to present a name from their side. Nicaragua
and New Zealand are among those being
considered.

Meeting with Ambassador Luis Alfonso de
Alba, the Permanent Representative of the
Mexican Mission to the UN in New York.
Ambassador de Alba announced that he
was going to be moved away from New York
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by the Mexican Government so he cannot be
the co-facilitator any more. This was a shock
to all of us and we expressed our regret about
this. Anyhow, he shared his views on how to
handle this. He expressed concern, that Indig-
enous Peoples are moving slowly. By this time,
things should be already happening with more
speed. He shared his observations on the new
Presidency of the General Assembly (PGA).
The new President is the Serbian Ambassa-
dor who is from the Eastern European Bloc.
Russia is a part of this bloc. There seems to be
hesitancy to have an indigenous person as a
co-facilitator, which reflects the view of Rus-
sia.

Ambassador de Alba’s suggested to have
a meeting with those state members Friends
of WCIP (e.g. Mexico, Bolivia, Guatemala,
Nicaragua, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, New
Zealand, etc.). Ambassador de Alba stressed
that there is a need to get the UN Secretary
General to appoint a staff person who will be
helping in the work for the WCIP. Otherwise,
it will be difficult to move things within the
UN.

He also shared what happened in Guate-
mala during the Baktun in Dec. 2012. Several
governments were there and some discussions
on the WCIP were done.

There will be meetings held with the
Friends of the WCIP to put more pressure on
the PGA to continue having an indigenous
person as co-facilitator. Ambassador de Alba
clearly stated to PGA that he would not be
a co-facilitator for States if there is no indig-
enous co-facilitator. Ambassador de Alba
expressed his concern about the withdrawal
of John and he hopes this will be resolved the
soonest time possible.

De Alba also shared the plans in terms of
bringing together governments from the Latin
American and Caribbean region and Indige-
nous Peoples in Oaxaca, Mexico. Saul Vicente
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(member of the PFII) is helping to organize
this. He encouraged the various regions to also
hold similar meetings because the negotiations
around the outcome document, which is sub-
stantial, will be an uphill battle. The negotia-
tions will be mainly between governments, so
it is crucial that governments from the various
regions are convinced to support the Indige-
nous Peoples’ proposals. This means engaging
in serious advocacy work with governments
at the national level is needed and also at the
regional level.

My own view: It is really crucial that we
work at the national level because decisions
of Ambassadors in New York will depend on
instructions from the National Capitals. We do
not like to see a situation like what happened
in 2006 when the African Group of Countries
blocked the adoption of the UNDRIP at the
Third Committee. We had to scramble to get
support from the national capitals and reach
out to the African governments to change their
position. We should learn from this experience
and seriously do our assignments in ensuring
that governments in our countries will not be-
come the obstacles towards having a good and
acceptable WCIP Outcome Document. This
means that some portion of funds we raise
should be allotted to regional and national
work.

Alta Preparatory Meeting

John Henriksen shared state of raised
funds, hotels, conference site, delegations, etc.
The following summarizes his report: The

* Sami Parliament and the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs ($850,000 USD
from Sami Parliament and $850,000 USD
from MOFA) will provide a total of $1.7
M USD for the Alta meeting, mainly. They
computed how this will be used and there
will be a shortage of $800,000 to ensure
the participation of 57 delegates each from

47



48

all the regions. They can fund only around
34 persons per region. So we have to raise
additional funds to bring the remaining 20
persons. Estimation is $4,000 USD for each
person. This includes fares, lodging, etc.

The place is prepared for 800 persons. 400
will be the official delegates and 400 will be
observers from other indigenous caucuses,
NGOs, Academia, funders, government
representatives, multilateral bodies, etc. The
Sami Parliament suggests that each observer
will have to pay registration fees: $ 400 — for
indigenous observers and $800 for govern-
ments, NGOs, and academics. The question
is how to raise the balance needed to ensure
the participation planned earlier.

The dates for the event are as follows:

» 8 June 2013: arrival of delegates and
observers: Municipality of Alta will host
a reception for the conference.

* 8-9 June: caucus meetings
* 10-12 June: Conference Proper
e 13 June: Departure

Flights from different countries will either land
in Oslo or in Copenhagen. There will be char-
tered flights from those places to Alta.

IWGTIA will handle the resources and fix
up flights of funded participants and help
in visa processing. The Norwegian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs will also help with visa
procurement. No problems are foreseen for
indigenous passports.

All hotels in Alta are reserved for the confer-
ence participants. There is a soccer field that
is big enough to accommodate the whole
conference. Translations into Spanish,
French and Russian and Sami will be made
available. DOCIP will help with the techni-
cal services, e.g. translation of documents,
on-site, printing, etc.

Vicky Tauli-Corpuz

» With regards registration of participants and
observers, John stressed that the website for
the Conference already be set up because
while this is not in place, the Sami Parlia-
ment cannot make the links for registration,
etc.

 Provisions are being made for cultural events
and also a market place where participants
can bring their goods to be sold to the public.

 Color-coded badges will be made.

« Since the money from IFAD (International
Fund for Agricultural Development) will
only come much later, John asked the Sami
Parliament for the possibility to advance
$200,000, which will be reimbursed when
the IFAD money comes in. Vicky Tauli-
Corpuz volunteered to ask IFAD if this is
possible but found out that it is not.

Draft Programme for the Alta Conference
The General Programme recommended:

1. Traditional Opening Ceremony

2. Election of Conference Officers: Co-
Chairs, Rapporteur

3. Adoption of Agenda

4. Presentation of Regional Caucus Prep.
Meeting Reports and those from the
Women and Youth Prep. Meetings.

General Debate

6. Presentation of Draft Consolidated Report
from the results of regional and women
and youth Declarations.

7. Working Groups — regional and women
and youth caucuses to discuss Draft pre-
sented earlier and make recommendations
for changes.

Other matters

9. Adoption of Alta Declaration
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Fund-Raising

Vicky Tauli-Corpuz shared the discussion she
had with David Kaimowitz regarding Ford
Foundation funding. David said they allot-
ted $3,000,000 for the WCIP, which includes
pre-WCIP and post —~-WCIP processes and the
WCIP proper. The rough estimates of how
they are dividing this are the following:

+ 800,000 — 900,000 USD: for GCG Opera-
tions and regular functioning, including
preparatory meetings of caucuses.

+ 800,000-900,000 USD: for Strategic Pro-
posals to make the WCIP a success: e.g.
campaigns to get UN Agencies to commit
more resources and programmes for Indig-
enous Peoples, strategic communications,
participation in negotiations, etc. These
strategic proposals can be submitted by
anybody who has such plans. These will
come in form of proposals to be submitted
directly to Ford Foundation. The work of
the UNPFII directly related to the WCIP
will also come from this. This includes
strengthening of Secretariat and publica-
tions.

+ 800,000-900,000 USD: allotted for exist-
ing Ford Foundation Grantees, which
are Indigenous Peoples’ organizations or
institutions. These projects will also be in
line in ensuring that results of the WCIP
and preparatory processes will be imple-
mented.

* 300,000 USD: allotted for participation in
the WCIP, side events, etc.

» It was agreed that other sources will be
tapped to ensure that the shortfall is met.

Communications Strategy
Tracey shared that IWGIA already sent the

Winter 2014 o Fourth World Journal

contract for signing to the Communications
firm which will be commissioned to take care
of developing the website. However, it seems it
will only be at the end of Feb. or later that this
will be set up. GCG members stressed that this
should be already up by now. So the recom-
mendation is that a temporary website be set
up ASAP which can be used while the one
being designed by the firm is still not up. The
money from the Sami Parliament ($18,000-
$19,000 USD) to translate documents into
Spanish, French and Russian is already avail-
able so that when the website is up, it will be in
these languages, as well.

The plans supported by David Kaimowitz
(Ford Foundation) to get Burness Communi-
cations to help develop a strategic communica-
tions plan was discussed with Myrna Cunning-
ham of the PFII. The PFII is also developing
its communications work. A strategy meeting
will be held with Burness Communications
during the PFII session in May 20-30, 2013.

Regional/Caucus Preparatory Meetings

It was reported that the African, Arctic and
Asian Indigenous Peoples’ Preparatory Meet-
ings were already finished and plans for the
forthcoming meetings of other caucuses were
presented.

Tracey shared how the budget will be
shared amongst the caucuses who have not yet
met. This is the proposal:

e Latin America $ 62,000;
»  North America $ 35,000;
*  Pacific $ 106,000;
 Women $ 44,000;

*  Youth $ 18,500.

This is based on the proportionate distribu-
tion using the initial proposals made from the
regions and other caucuses. Tracey has been
communicating with the regions on this, and
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has asked them to make their comments.

It is still understood that all remaining
preparatory meetings be held before the end
of March. This will give time for members of
the Consolidating Committee for the Draft
Declaration to do their task.

Meetings with Mandate Holders, e.g.
Members of the UNPFII and EMRIP: Chief
Ed John (Chair), Myrna Cunningham (Focal
person for WCIP), Alvaro Pop, Kanyinke
Sena, Chandra Roy, Mirian Masaquiza, Jose
Carlos Morales (EMRIP).Tania Pariona
(Indigenous Youth) also joined. SR James
Anaya, sent his regrets for his absence.

The GCG shared discussions with Ambas-
sador de Alba as well as suggestions on how to
make the UN Secretariat move to address the
work needed to advance the preparations for
WCIP.

Myrna Cunningham shared the plans of
the PFII in pursuing the work on the WCIP
and also the problems they face. They are
meeting with Ambassador de Alba, the
Friends of the WCIP, the Vice-President of
the Ford Foundation, the Deputy Secretary
General of the UN and also the Under-
Secretary General who is the head of DESA,
Mr. Wu. The Permanent Forum does not have
resources and there is nobody within the PFII
Secretariat who is assigned fulltime to deal
with the WCIP alone. So there is a need to ad-
dress these issues.

Jan Eliason — (former Swedish Ambas-
sador and also a former President of the
UNGA) He is convinced that indigenous
peoples can contribute in the needed action to
make peace with nature and the environment.
He sees the WCIP as a bridge towards the post
2015 Development Agenda and the Sustain-
able Development Goals. Supports the WCIP
and proposed that the UN Secretariat forms a
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Working Group to help to make the WCIP a
success. He wants to see a clear Road Map on
where we want to go.

Meeting with Dr. Wu of DESA - also
expressed support for the WCIP. Will look into
how the PFII secretariat can be more helpful
in the work towards WCIP.

Meeting with Pablo Farias, Vice-President
for Economic Opportunity and Assets Pro-
gram, Ford Foundation. Present were all the
GCG members, Myrna Cunningham for the
PFII, Jose Carlos Morales for EMRIP and
Kevin Curry for FF (newly recruited to work
on the grant for the WCIP activities)

Pablo Farias welcomed everybody and
presented Ford Foundation’s commitment to
support the WCIP, in particular the indigenous
peoples’ full and effective participation. Asked
us what stage we are in, in terms of prepara-
tions and what our plans are towards Alta and
WCIP.

Myrna Cunningham presented the plans of
the PFII.

Vicky Tauli-Corpuz thanked the Ford
Foundation support and presented the GCG-
state of preparations and some ideas on out-
comes of the WCIP

John Henriksen presented the preparations
for Alta.

Meeting with Representatives of the PGA:
Ambassador Dejan Sahovic who is the Senior
Special Advisor to the President and Sifu from
South Africa. Present are the members of the
PFII and GCG members.

The PGA was on a mission so he could
not personally meet with us. Tracey gave an
update on GCG activities and what the GCG
is. Myrna Cunningham presented what the
PFII wants the PGA’s Office to do. It was
stressed that the PGA should still appoint two
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co-facilitators, one from States and one from
Indigenous Peoples.

Sahovic stated that this will be communi-
cated with the PGA and he hoped that John
Henriksen would still be the co-facilitator from
Indigenous Peoples’ side. This meeting was
important because it is good for the PGA to
know that Indigenous Peoples from all the re-
gions have their focal persons in the GCG and
for them to meet with these persons.

PFII members invited the PGA to open the
2013 session of the PFII. The Secretariat will
follow this up with the PGA’s office. Discus-
sions also went into where the PFII meeting
will be held considering the renovations taking
place.

It seemed that Sahovic and Sifu were
committed to help in making the PGA more
responsive to the requests of the Indigenous
Peoples.

Recommendations for the Indigenous
Women'’s Caucus.

These are recommendations from me in terms of
what the caucuses can do. These were not discussed
in the meetings held in New York.

e The Indigenous Women’s Caucus
should already have a discussion on
how to hold the preparatory meeting.
A final decision on when and where
this will be held has to be done. Will
the original plan of having this on
March be pursued? Considering that
the original budget of around $180,000
has not been secured, can we work
with the $44,000 tentatively allotted for
this?

*  How will the programme be shaped?
Who will write the invitations? Rep-
resentatives from the regions have to
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be identified. How many from each
region considering the budget we have
to work with?

Respond to Tracey’s email regarding
the division of the budget should be
done before Feb. 15. How can agree-
ment be reached on this?

The indigenous women’s caucus can
also prepare a communications strat-
egy and outreach to governments to get
them to support the proposals from the
caucus and the Alta Declaration.
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