World Conference Organization

The UN General Assembly President formally
authorized execution of the UN General As-
sembly Resolution that itself authorized the
organization of the High-level Plenary meeting
of the UN General Assembly that would be
called the World Conference on Indigenous
Peoples.

SECTION F: CONTENTS

1. |Letter of the General Assembly President to 151
All Permenant Representatives and Permenant
Observers to the United Nations, April 5,2012

2. Organization of the High-Level Plenary Meeting 152
of the 69th Session of the General Assembly
(to be known as World Conference on Indigenous Peoples)
September 13,2012

150 Fourth World Journal e Vol. 12 No. 2




Letter of the General Assembly President to
All Permenant Representatives and Permenant
Observers to the United Nations

April 5,2012
Excellency,

On 21 December 2010, the General As-
sembly adopted resolution 65/198 entided
“Indigenous Issues”. Through this resolution,
the General Assembly decided to convene
a high-level plenary meeting of the General
Assembly in 2014, to be known as the World
Conference on Indigenous Peoples.

In accordance with paragraph 8 of the
resolution the main objective of the World
Conference on Indigenous Peoples is to
share perspectives and best practices on the
realization of the rights of indigenous peoples
and to pursue the objectives of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples.

As you are aware, the adoption of the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, in 2007, is considered a
milestone in the recognition of the rights of
indigenous peoples. The Declaration is the
result of an open and inclusive process
of dialogue and negotiations among and
between Member States and Indigenous
Peoples. The World Conference provides
an opportunity for the United Nations to
continue this established practice.

The United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues and the Expert Mecha-
nism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
have highlighted that the preparatory process
for the World Conference should be con-
ducted in partnership between Member
States and indigenous peoples. I am aware
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that the indigenous peoples, trough regional
and global processes, have established a global
coordinating group for the World Conference
comprising members from each of the seven
indigenous regions, with the addition of an
indigenous women and youth as members.
Furthermore, they have designated Mr.
John Henriksen to represent the coordinat-
ing group in New York.

The General Assembly requested me
to conduct open-ended consultations with
Member States and with representatives of
indigenous peoples, in order to determine
the modalities for the meeting, including the
participation of indigenous peoples in the
Conference.

I have the honor to inform you that I
have decided to request H. E. Luis Alfonso
de Alba, Permanent Representative of Mexico
and Mr. John Henriksen to conduct inclusive
informal consultations on my behalf.

I trust that you will extend your full coop-
eration and support to them.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances
of my highest consideration.

\\\‘assir Abdul  aziz A’l-Nasser

s
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Organization of the High-level Plenary Meeting of the
sixty-ninth session of the General Assembly, to be known
as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples

Draft resolution submitted by the President of the General Assembly
Sixty-sixth session, Agenda item 66, Rights of indigenous peoples

13 September 2012
The General Assembly,

Recalling the United Nations Dec-
laration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples,! which addresses the individual
and collective rights of indigenous peoples,

Recalling also all relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly, the Human Rights
Council and the Economic and Social
Council relating to the rights of indigenous
peoples,

Reaffirming its resolution 65/198 of 21 De-
cember 2010, by which it decided to organize a
high-level plenary meeting of the General As-
sembly, to be known as the World Conference
on Indigenous Peoples, to be held in 2014, in
order to share perspectives and best practices
on the realization of the rights of indig-
enous peoples, including to pursue the objec-
tives of the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples,

Encouraging the participation of indigenous
peoples in the World Conference,

Recalling its resolution 59/174 of 20
December 2004, by which it proclaimed the
Second International Decade of the World’s
Indigenous People (2004-2014), and recogniz-
ing that challenges remain in meeting the
goals and objectives of the Second Decade,

Inviting Governments and indigenous

peoples to organize international or regional
conferences and other thematic events to
contribute to the preparations for the World
Conference,

Taking note of the activities relating to the
World Conference undertaken by the Perma-
nent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Ex-
pert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, in addition to the engagement of the
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indig-
enous peoples, in the preparatory process
for the World Conference,

Encouraging the continued active engage-
ment of indigenous peoples in the preparations
for the World Conference, including at the
regional and global levels,

1. Decides that the High-level Plenary Meet-
ing of the General Assembly, to be known
as the World Conference on Indig-
enous Peoples, will be held on 22
September 2014 and on the afternoon of
23 September 2014 in New York;

2. Encourages all Member States to consider
being represented at the World Conference
at the Head of State or Government level;

3. Decides that the organizational arrange-
ments for the World Conference shall be
as follows:

(a) The World Conference will be composed

1 General Assembly resolution 61/295, annex.
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UN General Assembly Draft Resolution on Organization of WCIP, Sept.13, 2012

(b)

©

(d

(e)

of two plenary meetings in the form of

an opening and a closing session, three
interactive round-table discussions and
one interactive panel discussion, with the
opening meeting beginning at 9 a.m. on 22
September, followed, in the afternoon, by
two round-table discussions taking place
simultaneously;

The speakers at the opening meeting will
be the President of the General Assembly,
the Secretary-General, the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Heads of State or Government
or high-level representatives of Member
States from each regional group, the Chair
of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues and three representatives of in-
digenous peoples who will be proposed
by indigenous peoples and subsequently
designated by the President of the As-
sembly after consultations with Member
States;

The round-table discussions and the
interactive panel discussion will be co-
chaired by one Member State and one rep-
resentative of indigenous peoples who will
be proposed by indigenous peoples

and subsequently designated by the
President of the General Assembly after
consultations with Member States;

The Chair of the Permanent Forum, the
Chair-Rapporteur of the Expert Mecha-
nism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
and the Special Rapporteur on the rights
of indigenous peoples will be invited to
participate in the interactive panel discus-
sion;

The proceedings of the round-table discus-
sions and interactive panel discussion will
be webcast;
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The co-chairs of the round-table discus-
sions and the panel discussion will
present summaries of the discussions at
the closing plenary meeting; (g) To pro-
mote interactive and substantive dia-
logue, participation in the round-table and
interactive panel discussions will include
Member States, observers and representa-
tives of entities of the United Nations
system, indigenous peoples, civil society
organizations and national human rights
institutions;

Organizations and institutions of indig-
enous peoples interested in participating
in the World Conference, and whose
aims and purposes are in conformity
with the spirit, purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations,
should be invited to submit applications
for accreditation to the Secretariat through
an open and transparent procedure, in
accordance with the established practice
for the accreditation of representatives of
organizations and institutions of indig-
enous peoples, which will provide for
timely and comprehensive information
on the participation of such organizations
and institutions of indigenous peoples for
consideration by Member States;

The President of the General As-
sembly shall draw up a list of
representatives of non-governmental or-
ganizations in consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council who may
participate in the World Conference;

The President of the General As-
sembly shall draw up a list of
representatives of other relevant non-
governmental organizations, civil society
organizations, academic institutions,
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UN General Assembly Draft Resolution on Organization of WCIP, Sept.13, 2012

national human rights institutions and
the private sector who may participate
in the World Conference, for submis-
sion to Member States for their consider-
ation on a non-objection basis, and bring
the list to the attention of the General
Assembly;

Encourages Member States to consider
including representatives of indigenous
peoples in their delegations to the World
Conference;

Encourages the full and effective par-
ticipation of indigenous women, young
people, older persons and persons with
disabilities in the World Conference;

Encourages United Nations agencies,
funds and programmes, and regional
commissions of the United Nations, in
accordance with their mandates, actively
to engage in the process leading to the
World Conference;

Requests the President of the General
Assembly to organize, no later than June
2014, an informal interactive hear-
ing with representatives of indigenous
peoples, representatives of entities of
the United Nations system, academic
institutions, national human rights in-
stitutions, parliamentarians, civil society
and non-governmental organizations, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of
the present resolution, to provide valu-
able input into the preparatory process
for the World Conference;

12.

Encourages Member States actively to
participate in the interactive hearing

to facilitate the best possible interac-
tion and dialogue between Member
States and representatives of indigenous

10.

11.

peoples, non-governmental organizations
and civil society organizations;

Decides that the World Conference

shall result in a concise, action- ori-
ented outcome document, and requests

the President of the General Assembly to
prepare a draft text, on the basis of
consultations with Member States and
indigenous peoples and by taking into
account the views emerging from the
preparatory process and the informal in-
teractive hearing referred to in paragraph
7 of the present resolution, and to convene
inclusive and open informal consultations
at an appropriate date to enable suf-
ficient consideration by Member States
and agreement by the General Assembly
before its formal action at the high-
level meeting;

Also decides that the action-oriented
outcome document should contrib-
ute to the realization of the rights of
indigenous peoples, pursue the objec-
tives of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and
promote the achievement of all interna-
tionally agreed development goals;

Encourages Member States and indig-
enous peoples to disseminate the results
of international, regional or thematic
conferences organized by them, as
widely as possible, in order to contrib-
ute to the preparations for the World
Conference;

Requests the President of the General
Assembly, in consultation with Member
States and representatives of indigenous
peoples, to finalize the organizational
arrangements for the World Conference,
including the definition of the specific
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UN General Assembly Draft Resolution on Organization of WCIP, Sept.13, 2012

13.

themes for the round-table discussions
and the interactive panel discussion,
the possible inclusion of an opening
ceremony involving indigenous peoples,
taking into account the relevant provisions
of the present resolution and the inclusive
process for the discussion of the outcome
document, and the identification of the
chairs of the round-table discussions and
panel discussion, taking into account the
level of representation and adequate geo-
graphical representation;

Decides to expand the mandate of the
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indig-
enous Populations so that it can assist, in
an equitable manner, representatives of
indigenous peoples, organizations, insti-
tutions and communities to participate
in the World Conference, including in the
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preparatory process, in accordance with
the relevant rules and regulations;

14. Urges Governments and intergovernmental

15.

and non-governmental organizations to

continue to contribute to the Fund, and in-
vites indigenous organizations and private
institutions and individuals to do likewise;

Encourages Member States, organizations
and institutions of indigenous peoples,
entities of the United Nations system, the
private sector, non-governmental organiza-
tions and others to actively support ac-
tivities and events of indigenous peoples
in preparation for the World Conference
and to organize side events and other
relevant thematic and cultural activities
in New York that would add to the value
and visibility of the World Conference.
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