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(Editor: This is the statement prepared by the International Indigenous Peoples Forum on 
Climate Change meeting in Poznan, Poland during the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change Conference of Parties meeting #14. The delegates in the IIPFCC came from 
indigenous nations and organizations from Asia, South America, Africa, North America, Europe 
and Melanesia.)  

 

Thank you Mr./Ms. Chairperson, 

It is appropriate that we address you today in the name of Indigenous Peoples, on the 60th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, a year after the adoption by the 
General Assembly of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We have been 
frustrated that efforts by ourselves and some parties to include recognition of our fundamental 
rights have been resisted. 

We know that Indigenous Peoples' are the most affected by the impacts of climate 
change. We stand to lose our lands, our resources, our cultures, our identity. We conceive of our 
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human rights being violated not only by the effects of climate change, but also by the so-called 
solutions, and the way negotiations are carried out. 

We can reference many articles of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. We remind you that the Declaration affirms Indigenous rights to lands, resources and 
territories, to self-determination, to means of subsistence, to the right to development, among 
others. We urge the Convention to use the Declaration as a minimum standard in its future 
programme of work. 

  

On the theme of long-term cooperative action, we have not been adequately included in 
the discussions about moving forward with the Convention. We envision adaptation and 
mitigation measures taken with our full and effective participation that reflect our concerns and 
protect our rights. 

In particular, we note that efforts surrounding Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and 
Degradation programs and then Clean Development Mechanism are at great threat of violating 
our rights further, and that some projects already have. We reject these mechanisms being 
implemented without our free, prior, and informed consent. We will continue to oppose these 
mechanisms until Indigenous Peoples rights are fully recognized, protected and promoted. 

We are particularly concerned that REDD programs in particular will not recognize our 
contributions to preserve forests, and may lead to grave impacts, including forced displacement, 
appropriation of our lands and resources, loss of self-determination, and other human rights 
abuses. 

Indigenous Peoples are rights holders in this discussion, and are the primary ones 
responsible for protecting forests, but have note been adequately consulted and their rights are 
not adequately protected under current negotiations. 

We are calling for the establishment of an Expert Group on Indigenous Peoples and 
Climate Change, which will include our representatives, to represent our views and concerns, 
and advise the Convention. 

  

We call on parties to safeguard our rights and our survival by establishing the strongest 
emissions reduction targets – at minimum of eighty percent by 2050 – while making funds 
available for adaptation efforts in Indigenous communities. 
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We call for the next phase of negotiations to fully respect Indigenous Peoples and have 
our full participation by , if it is to seriously address climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

  

Thank you. 

 

(Editor: Also issued during the Poznan, Poland conference was this statement to the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 
Technological Advice for Parties (SBSTA).) 

 

Statement of the International Indigenous 

Peoples Forum on Climate Change 
SBSTA  

December  10 ,  2008  

Chai r ,  

We acknowledge  the  e f fo r t s  o f  some Par t ies  who  have  suppor ted  and  worked  wi th  us  to  
re f lec t  our  r igh ts  and  our  fu l l  and  e f fec t ive  par t ic ipa t ion  in  th i s  COP14.  However ,  we  denounce  
those  Par t ies ,  inc lud ing  Canada ,  the  Uni ted  S ta tes ,  New Zea land  and  Aus t ra l ia  who  con t inue  to  
exerc i se ,  ou tmoded ,  and  ou tda ted  co lon ia l  power  s t ruc tu res  tha t  the  res t  o f  the  wor ld  le f t  beh ind  
decades  ago .   

We remind  the  par t ies  tha t  (Ed i to r :  Uni ted  Nat ions  Framework  Convent ion  on  Cl imate  
Change)  UNFCCC is  no t  a  consensus  document  and  perhaps  a  t ime  has  come for  a  s imple  
major i ty  vo te  tha t  l e t s  these  four  na t ions  know how iso la ted  the i r  pos i t ion  i s .  

On  the  60 t h  Anniversa ry  o f  the  adopt ion  by  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  o f  the  Universa l  
Dec la ra t ion  on  Human Righ ts  i t  i s  appa l l ing  tha t  any  Uni ted  Nat ions  body  i s  s t i l l  den ies  
ex tend ing  the  Righ ts  enshr ined  in  th i s  document  to  the  Ind igenous  Peoples  o f  the  p lane t .  I t  i s  a  
abroga t ion  o f  bo th  the  Universa l  Dec la ra t ion  on  Human Righ ts  and  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  
Dec la ra t ion  on  the  Righ ts  o f  Ind igenous  Peoples  (UNDRIP) .  

Reference  to  the  d ra f t  t ex t  ON SBSTA 29  agenda  i tem 5 ,  on  REDD [Reduc ing  Emiss ions  
f rom Defores ta t ion  in  Deve lop ing  count r ies :  approaches  to  s t imula te  ac t ion] .  In  the  annex  of  th i s  
document ,  1  (c )   we  a re  p rofoundly  d i sappoin ted  tha t  the  Ind igenous  Peoples  fundamenta l  r igh ts ,  
inc lud ing  the  UNDRIP and  o ther  ex is t ing  Human Righ ts  ins t ruments  (Convent ion  ILO169)  a re  
no t  inc luded  in  the  opera t ive  paragraphs  o f  the  la tes t  document  o f  SBSTA29.  
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We are  jus t  no t  one  s ing le  ind igenous  people ,  as  the  document  s ta tes .  We a re  a  mul t i tude  
o f  ind igenous  Peoples  f rom mul t ip le  count r ies ,  w i th  mul t ip le  languages ,  d iverse  cu l tu res  and  
background  and  exper iences .  To  reduce  a l l  th i s ,  to  the  concep t  o f  a  s ingu la r  un i ta ry  exper ience  i s  
a  den ia l  o f  the  r ichness  o f  d ivers i ty  tha t  ex is t  w i th in ,  the  f ramework  of  ind igenous  peoples  as  a  
co l lec t ive  o f  na t ions .   

For  th i s  reason ,  we ,  appea l  to  the  UNFCCC and  Par t ies  to  ensure  r igh ts  o f  Ind igenous  
Peoples  as  i t  i s  recognized  in  UNDRIP and  o ther  re levan t  Human Righ ts  ins t ruments  (EG.  
Convent ion  ILO 169) .  Any  dec is ion  o r  measure  tha t  wi l l  be  adopted  a t  th i s  COP,  in  par t icu la r  the  
REDD process ,  shou ld  cons ider  the  p r inc ip le  o f  f ree ,  p r io r  and  in formed  consen t  o f  Ind igenous  
Peoples  and  our  r igh ts  to  say  No.  In  tha t  regard ,  Ind igenous  Peoples  mus t  no t  be  exc luded  f rom,  
and  should  be  cen t ra l ly  invo lved  in  and  benef i t  f rom,  a l l  c l imate  change  and   fo res t  p rograms  and  
po l ic ies  a t  a l l  l eve ls  to  ensure  tha t  they  de l iver  jus t ice  and  equ i ty  and  con t r ibu te  to  sus ta inab le  
deve lopment ,  b iod ivers i ty  p ro tec t ion ,  and  c l imate  change  mi t iga t ion  and  adap ta t ion .  

We,  demand  an  immedia te  suspens ion  of  a l l  REDD in i t ia t ives  and  carbon  marke t  schemes  
in  Ind igenous  Peoples  te r r i to r ies  un t i l  ind igenous  peoples  r igh ts  a re  fu l ly  recognized ,  p ro tec ted  
and  promoted .  

Thank  you .  
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