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An Áppeal to Save the Chakma and other T ribe 

Dr. Ramendu S. Dewan 
Spokesman 
Jana Samhati Samiti 
Central Committee 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 

May I present to you the foUowing evidence regarding 
the genocidal policy .oí the Bangladesh Government 
against the indigenous nationalities oí the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts. 

A full scale invasion oí tribal lande in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts (CHT) by Bengalí settlers has been actively 
promoted by successive regimes in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh since the late 1000s. Growing tribal 
resistance has been met with a hardening of official 
policy, the closure oí the en tire CHT beyond Rangamati 
to foreigners and journalists, and an increasing 
militarization oí the Region. 

The scale of the ensuing conflict, between the tribal 
peoples defending their territorial rights and the military 
backed invasion, can be measured in thousands oí lives. 
Sorne estirnates place the number oí tribal deaths since 
the late 60s as high as 100,000. Yet the total tribal 
population oí the CHT is only BOrne 600,000. According 
to sorne reports, there may be as many as 85,000 
rnilitary personnel currently in the CHT. 

Faced with a continual and accelerating dispossession 
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oí tbeir lande and finding ali tbeir attempts to achieve 
a political resolution oí their problems denounced as 
"sceesionist•, the tribals have had little alternative but 
to reeort to violence. The Shantl Bahiui (the "Peace 
Force•), fonned in the early 1970s, has since waged a 
"eecret war" against the Bangladeshi military. 
Indiscriminate and violent reprisals have been taken by 
the anned forces against the tribal villagers which bave 
caused terrible losa of life and many tribals to seek 
refuge in tbe forested bilis wbere they have suffered 
great privation. 

Strict controls on tribal movements bave been 
imposed by the military and many have been relocated 
into "strategic villages". Despite the closure of the area 
to visitors, frequent tales of bestial atrocities committed 
botb by Bengalí settlers and the military bave filtered 
tbrougb to the outside world. 

Since May 1984, tbe SbanH Bablal adopted tbe tactic 
of directly assaulting Bengalí settlements establisbed on 
tribal lande by the Bangladesbi govemment. Three 
separate attacks were made by the tribal forces on 
Bengali settlernents, in late May and early June, 
resulting in sorne 200 deaths. 

The attacks are the direct consequence of land 
confiict. Govemment programrnes to settle sorne 
170,000 Bengalis on tribal lande near Bhushanchara have 
been deeply resented by the Cha.kma, tbe most 
numerous tribal group in the area. After tbe raids, 
·sorne 16,000 settler families allegedly ffed their new
lande, but were sbortly reestablisbed by tbe military,
wbich began fortifying the new settlements with hard
defense Unes. General Ersbad, President of Bangladesh,
visited the area a week after the first attacks and
promised more aid to tbe settlers.

Less publicized in the Bangla.deshi press have ,A;een
the violent reprisals take by the military against the
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Chakma. Several bundred tribals bave been killed in a 
number of separate attacks. On 80 June of 1984, 
Bengalí settlers were prompted by the military to 
forcibly reap the Chakrna's rice crope. When tbe tribal 
resisted, the Bangladeshi soldiera emerged from 
concealment and initiated an attack on several 
communities named Chota Harina, Bara Harina, Chedoa, 
Garjangtali, Soguri Para and Maudong. More than 
three hundred Chakma were murdered. Witneeses to 
the murder assert, "The captured tribals were divided 
into tbree groups - ,ol«l and young rnen, elderly women, 
and young women. Men and old wornen were sbot 
dead. The young wornen were raped freely, sorne of 
tbern were killed and sorne were converted to Islam." 

On May 31, 1984, the 7th and 26th Bengal of 305 
brigade of the Bangladesh Arm, memben of the 17th 
Battalion of the Bangladesh Rifles, membera of the 
Village Defence Party of the Barkal Rehabilitation Zone 
and Muslim Bengalí settlers of tbe same zone initiated 
rnassacres in tbe villages of: Tarengya Ghat, Suguri 
Para, Bhushan Chara, Goroethan, Banarupa, Bhushan 
Bak, Het Bharia, Goruri Para, Jarul Chari, Garjan Tali, 
Ludibash Chara, Ujyang Chari and Dhanu Bak. The 
attacks re8ulted in 63 deaths and one person wounded. 
Twenty-five of those killed were of thirteen yeara of 
age and younger, there were a number of babies among 
tbe victims. Five rnembera of tbe population remain 
untraced, all young women of 15 to 26 years of age. 

Tbe Bangladesh Arrny aleo rnounted a month-long 
"scorcbed earth" operation frorn 20 Septernber to 19 
October in the Gaba Cbari area of the Subalong valley. 
Houses were burnt, crops were destroyed, barveste taken 
and people evicted. The following villages were razed 
to the ground: Bar Kalak, Hotyal Chara, Harin Hat 
Para, Mong Chari, Sivram Para and Bamer Subalong. 

As a result of these attacks, some 18,000 tribal 
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refugees sought refuge in Mizoram, India. Thousands ?f
indigenous inhabitants had been forced to take · shelter ID
the nearby forests. Their farmlands and ;illages hav�
already been expropriated by the outsider Bengab
settlers. 

Tens of thousands of tribal plough-land farmers have
been herded into concentration camps and their
farmlands have been seized for the outsider Muslim
Bengali settlers. Torture, rape, starvation, la.ck of
medical care, and even murder are commonplace in
concentration campe. Life in the Joutha Khamar under
the Bangladesh army is so horrible that when the
Bangladesh Government proposed to set up another
camp at Ghagra, near Tangamati, the local tribal people
simply left their ancestral hom� and Oed t� nearb_y
areas. Now the Muslim Bengalis have occup1ed the1r
villages and farmlands. 

The Bangladesh Government is totally dependent on
foreign aid. 1t receives huge financial • help �rom
developed counlriu and aleo from mternat10nal 
organizations such as the World Buk, the Aslan 
Developme11t Buk, and the latenaational Developme11t
A�latlo11. 1 believe that if the foreign aid is
suspended then the repressive regime of Bangladesh will
be compelled to reverse ita anti-tribal policy and to
restore the birth-right of the indigenous peoples of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

The tribal people of the CHT are being persecuted by
the fundamentally h0&tlle Bangladeshi milltary junta.
because they are ethnically, rellgiously and culturally 
different from the Muslim Bengalis. They are as
helpless 88 a child and they need ali k.inds of protection
of the civillzed world 88 a child needs care of parents.
In 1980 Bengali Brigadier Hannan and Lt. Col. Salam
declared at a public meeting at Panchari: •we wt},B't the
soil, and not the people of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. n
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The actions of the Bangladeshi government are a vivid 
demonstration of this dedaration. 

Tbe Bangladesh government haa made a recent 
attempt to cover up the genocidal crimes committed by 
tbe Bangladeshi regime before the Fourth Seseion of the 
United Na.tions Working Group on Indigenous 
Popula.tions (meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, 29, July -
2 August 1985. The official representative of 
Bangladesh, Agga. Vanea Mahathera, stated in part 
before this body: 

The Bangladesh deleplilon ia diamayed and amazed to note that in 
the couree of general debalie in thla worklng group effoñl have 
been made by eome to diveri thie body from ita buic purp01e and 
to converi ili into & cha.mber of complalnte or a tribunal In 
individual instancea. Attempte have thue been made to preeent 
before the Working Oroup bueleae allegatione reprding the current 
situation in the Ohittagong Hill Tn.clie in my counliry. Theae 
attempte to tarnieh libe image of my country through a. delibera.te 
misrepreeentation of facta ia unprecedented in ita nature and hardly 
consietent with the profeaeed sincere humanltarian voca.tions of 
thoee who ha.ve actua.Jly made lihem. The Bangladesh deleption 
hu, therefore, no heeita.liion in rejecliing them. 

May I in thia connecliion convey to you the poaition of my 
government on the whole pmut of iuuea rela.liing to the eitualion 
in Chitliagong Hill Trade which, 1 hope, will help the Working 
Group to appreciate the exieting eltua.liion in tha.t area in ita proper 
pc:repecliive. But, before doing that I would tike to reiteralie our 
well known stand liha.li any a.ttempli to define the people of the 
Ohitliagong Hill Tn.cte u indigenoua popula.tion� la not only 
erroneoua, but ia aleo bued on argumenta having very acant 
reapect for scienliific reuoning. It ia the coneidered view of my 
dc:leption that in defining the indigenoue popula.tiona pn.ctica.l 
ineight ehould be derived from the hiatorlca.J experience of thoae 
countriee where n.cia.lly diatinct people coming from overeeu 
eatablished coloniea and subjugated tbe indigenoue populatione. No 
such situalilon ever exlelied In Ba.ngla.deeh where the people 
coexisted through recorded hietory with complete communa.l 
harmony. The fadua.l eituation is that the entire population of 
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Bangladesh falla under the ca.tegory of autocthon and ahould be 
described u euch ln any object.ive &nalyeia, 

My delegation na,unJly faile to undentand the alleptiona made 
by eome in this auguet body reprding programmee and adion (a) 
of my government in the are& pvticule.rly the allegationa implying 
that the policies and programmee of Bangladeeh govemment have 
led to uprooting of the local people. Theee allegationa ve not 
corroborated by fad nor do they reflect the exieting reality in the 
area. lnfad, any movement of people to and from the Chittagong 
Hill Tracte la comparable to normal inter-regional mign.tion in 
my other country and by no way ueumed, at any point of time, 
and overwhelming proportion 10 u to cause perceptible and 
eubetantive harm to local people. The movement of people to and 
from thia area. into other areu in Bangladesh is aleo perfectly 
coneiatent with the buic human righta of all citir.ene of Bangladesh 
lncluding the Tribal people who have unreetralned right to freedom 
of movement. 

I may here aleo etre81 that contrary to what hu been alleged by 
eome in thie Working Group the buic objective of the enligMened 
policy of tbe Oovemment of Bangladesh hu alwaye been to 
improve the quafüy of life of the people of Ohittagong Hill Trade 
and to ueillt them in their endeavour to accelerate economic 
development. Thia is reflected in many initiatives undertaken by 
the Oovemment of Bangladesh. In additlon to the normal 
development e.ctlvitles withln the framework of the Annual 
Development Plan, the Oovemment of Bangladesh hu thua 
formulated and it uaiduouely implementing a Special Five Y ear 
Development Plan for the Ohlttagong Hill Tracte arca with a total 
outlay of Tk.2,880 million (a.bout USllOO million) for which apecial 
budgetary provieion hu been made outeide the normal Annual 
Development Plan. The genuine desire to help the people of 
Ohittagong Bill Tract1 reflected In theee 1peciaJ efforta have an 
added eignificance u theee efforts are being made a.t a time when 
Ba.ngladeeh ia fe.ced wlth a very cñtlcal aituation with reepect to 
availability of resourc:es to be employed in different priority a.rea.e. 

• • •

We were aleo eurprieed at the delibera.te attempt1 made in sorne 
of the eta.temente to repreeent In a dietorted manner -díe law and 
order 1ituation in the Ohittagong Hill Tracts. Totally bueless and 
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prepo11terous alleptiona have thu1 been made about 10-called 
atrocitiee perpetrated in the arca. We cannot but rejed theee 
allcptione categorically. Such ineinu&tion, lead ua to believe &ht.t 
there is sorne buis in thinking that the tribal people are being 
fomentcd by certain foreign agenciee. In thi1 connection it wu 
worth not.ing tha.t in thie auguet forum on Humu Righte attempte 
wcre ma.de to inject extraneoua poli&ical clemente amounting to 
interf erence in. &he intemal affain, of a eovereign 1&ate which hu 
nothing to do with humani&arian coneidera.&ion1 relating to the 
people in the arca. 

At &he riak of being repetitive, 1 may here underline the fe.et 
that the buic policy of the eecurity forcea in the Ohittagong HUI 
Tracts hu alwa.y• been to en11ure pee.ce and security in the uea 
and to eneure the rule of )aw for the benefit of the common 
people. There hu been not &ttempt on the part of the 
govemment to coerce people in any way and the govemment hu 
been trylng relentlesely to lmprove conditiona for all round eocial 
and economic development. Oovemment hu aleo announced & 
general amneety for the mieguided clemente. These meuuree have 
been widely welcomed and even the moet neutnJ of obeerven have 
recognieed their poeitive impad. Following thie amneaty more 
than 3000 mi11guided clemente have retumed &o &he fold of lawful 
adivitiea and are pursuing peaceful profeeaione u law abiding 
citizene. This development by itaelf epeake of the confidence now 
reigning in the a.rea amidet local people &bout the govemment 
policiee. Finally, peaceful elections in my country held barely two 
monthe ago to elect the heade of the local adminiatration on the 
huis of universal adult franchiee in which the people of the 
Chittagong Hill Tract1 pvticipated enthusiutically aleo convincingly 
exposee the real character of the 1.lleption1 made before thie 
auguet body about the aituation in the Obittagong H_ill tracts and 
their total irrelevance in the present dt.y contex&. 

The official representative of Bangladesh has ma.de an 
unsuccessful attempt to cover up the gen<>eidal crimes 
committed by the Bangla.deshi regime against the 
defenceless indigenous nationals oí the CHT. His 
statement is devoid of facts and figures and has not a 
leg to stand on. There is not doubt that it has 
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outraged not only the UN Work.ing Group, but also the 
entire intemational community. I hope that the UNO, 
ali human countries, and various human rights groups 
would take adequate measures against the Bangladesh 
Government for misleading the world. 
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Bo-rn in Tonga., Mr. Tupouniua. is a. gradua.te o/ Ha.n,a.nl 
UniverBity a.nd conchtded his poet-grndua.te studies a.t 
Ox/ord. Th.e full texto/ this a.rticle originally a.ppeared in The 
Pacifw Wa.y. 

Pacific lslanders are searcbing for a new way of life¡ a 
life in which we fully accept the responsibility for 
creating the social, political, economic and cultural 
institutions to suit our own particular needs. Such 
responsibility involves the acceptance of ourselves for 
what we are, and not imitating otbers, whether colonial 
rulers or neo-colonial masters. Our cultural heritage 
must be viewed as an asset for our development rather 
than a liability as commonly 888umed. Not until we 
fully recognize ourselves for what we are can we 
effectively contribute to tbe development of ourselves u 
Pacific Islanders and of humanity as a whole. 

But there is more to it than that. The new life 
demande being freed from disease, poverty and bunger¡ 
a life tbat does not tolerate injustice and corruption¡ a 
life in wbicb the inborn talents of our people can 
develop and exprese themselves in ways adapted to our 
various cultures, past and future. 

The first step in acbieving tbese goals is political 
independence. Tbis is very recent, but is now being 
achieved and should be complete for most of tbe Pacific 
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