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by Jay Taber  
 

I  jus t  f in ished reading Brotherhood  to  Nat ionhood  
by  Peter  McFarlane,  the  b iography of  the  legendary  
Firs t  Nat ions  leader  and world  indigenous  organizer ,  
the  la te  Grand Chief  George  Manuel  f rom Bri t i sh  
Columbia.  As  the  pr incipal  s t ra teg is t  and spokesman 
for  the  se l f -determinat ion of  Canadian Indians  f rom 
the  1950s  to  the  1980s,  i t ' s  hard  to  overs ta te  the  key  
ro le  he  p layed in  changing the  re la t ionship  between 
Ottawa and the  hundreds  of  Indian bands,  as  wel l  as  
the  publ ic  unders tanding of  abor ig inal  r ights  
worldwide.   

Suf f ice  to  say  that  the  voice  the  Maori ,  the  
Saami,  the  Bushmen,  and the  Basques  now have in  



Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  9  Num 2 ,  2010       ≈   112  

bodies  l ike  the  UN, are  in  no smal l  par t  due to  h is  
e f for ts .  The fact  that  he  gave  his  l i fe  to  th is  cause  i s  
wel l  known;  the  fact  that  he  was  wi l l ing  to  d ie  to  
preserve  the  Indian way of  l i fe  perhaps  less  so .   

Few l ike ly  reca l l  that  in  the  ear ly  1970s,  
exterminat ion of  indigenous  socie t ies  in  North  
America  was  s t i l l  the  agenda of  a l l  three  federa l  
governments—Mexico,  Canada and the  United  
States  of  America ,  forc ing  Mohawk,  Lakota ,  and 
la ter  Maya warr iors  to  l i tera l ly  take  up arms in  
defense.  As  the  premier  leader  of  the  l iberat ion 
s t ruggle  in  Canada,  Manuel  had to  take  into  account  
the  poss ib i l i ty  of  going  underground should  the  
Canadian government  esca la te  i t s  v io lence  toward 
the  Firs t  Nat ions  movement.   

Accordingly ,  Manuel  assumed his  
responsib i l i t ies ,  as  a  War Chief  prepar ing  for  that  
eventual i ty  should  his  d ip lomatic  e f for ts  fa i l - -dut ies  
that  prompted him to  consul t  with  both  the  Afr ican 
Nat ional  Congress  and the  I r i sh  Republ ican Army.  
To his  re l ie f ,  the  pressure  he  was  able  to  br ing  to  
bear  against  Canadian apartheid,  through European 
s ta tes ,  organizat ions,  and ins t i tut ions ,  was  suf f ic ient  
to  fores ta l l  armed conf l ic t .   

And maybe that ' s  h is  greates t  legacy:  the  
recogni t ion and wi l l ingness  of  Euro-Canadians  to  
respect  and coexis t  with  the  Firs t  Nat ions  as  they  
cont inue to  negot ia te  their  re la t ionships  in to  the  
future - -a  future  that  was  purchased by  more  than 
jus t  rhetor ic  and publ ic  re la t ions .  Anyone who 
th inks  that  the  powerful  can be  made to  cooperate ,  
through reason a lone,  should  read th is  book.  
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(*) Peter McFarlane is a writer, translator and journalist 
living in Montreal. 
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