
Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  10  Num 2 ,  2011       ≈   57  

   
 

A  P h o t o  E s s a y :  I n d i g e n o u s  
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By Ben Powless  

 

 

“The failure to act – 
because of the greed of 
a few countries – 
would result in an 
attack on our cultures 
around the world, and 
the ecosystems we 
depend upon. This 
would only perpetuate 
injustice to the peoples 
of the world.” 
I I P F C C ,  A W G - K P  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
D u r b a n ,  6  D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1  

International Indigenous Peoples’ 
Forum on Climate Change 
Opening Session of Climate 

 



Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  10  Num 2 ,  2011       ≈   58  

Change Talks – November 2011, 
Durban, Kwazulu, SA 

 

“Current climate 
change measures and 
actions are resulting in 
serious and massive 
human rights violations 
of indigenous peoples 
in addition to the 
worsening impacts of 
climate change.”  
I I P F C C ,  A W G - K P  i n t e r v e n t i o n  
D u r b a n ,  6  D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1  

Climate Change Talks 
Plenary Session 

 
 

During previous sessions 
of the annual Climate 
Change talks, Indigenous 
Peoples have actively 
sought to engage states’ 
party negotiators—
frequently to deaf ears. 

“We do take  note  of  
advances  in  the  decis ions  
re la t ive  to  REDD+ and 
agr icul ture  a f f i rming 
respect  for  t radi t ional  
knowledge and the  r ights  of  
Indigenous  Peoples .   
However ,  these  re ferences  
are  omit ted  f rom al l  o ther  
COP outcome documents .”  
I I P F C C ,  H i g h  L e v e l  S t a t e m e n t ,  
C o p e n h a g e n ,  1 8  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 9  
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“Mr.  Chair ,  I  
remind this  body 
that  sc ient i f ic  
s tudy and pract ical  
experiences  
confirm that  
Indigenous Peoples  
are  the most  
direct ly  and 
severely  af fected by 
c l imate  change 
throughout  the 
world.”  I I P F C C ,  S B I  
C l o s i n g  D u r b a n ,  2  
D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1   

 

 

“You al l  know what  our  
t radit ional  peoples  have 
been te l l ing us  for  many 
years ,  and what  sc ient is ts  
can confirm. We are  ki l l ing 
the planet ,  and we need to  
s top.  You know the 
numbers.”  I I P F C C ,  A W G - K P  
D u r b a n ,  2  D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1  

“Our  peop les ’  l ives  
a re  on  the  l ine .  
Without  Kyoto ,  we  
face  the  rea l  p rospec t  
o f  c l imate  e thnoc ide .  
Th is  i s  no  t ime  fo r  
empty  words .  We 
want  rea l  com-
mi tments .”  We need  
rea l  ac t ion.  I I P F C C ,  
A W G - K P  D u r b a n ,  2  
D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1  
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Indigenous peoples and 
local communities 
should be involved in 
Monitoring, Reporting 
and Verification in all 
stages of all climate 
related initiatives. IIPFCC 
High Level Statement – 
Copenhagen 18 December 2009 

 
Current  c l imate  
change measures  and 
act ions are  resul t ing 
in  ser ious and 
massive  human 
r ights  v iolat ions of  
indigenous peoples  
in  addit ion to  the 
worsening impacts  of  
c l imate  change.  
I I P F C C ,  A W G - K P  D u r b a n ,  
6  D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1  

 
 



Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  10  Num 2 ,  2011       ≈   61  

  

 

 

  

“…  we,  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  the  world,  
shal l  continue to  
s trengthen our   ranks 
f rom the local  to  the 
g lobal  levels  to  push 
for  e f fect ive   solut ions 
to  c l imate  change.”  
I I P F C C ,  U r g e n t  A p p e a l ,  6  
D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1  
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The construct ive  
engagement of  
indigenous peoples  in  
UNFCCC sess ions is  
crucia l  i f  comprehensive 
and ef fect ive  responses  
to  c l imate  change are  to  
be  achieved.  I I P F C C ,  A W G -
K P  D u r b a n ,  2  D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 1 1  
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Internat ional  Indigenous 
Peoples  Forum on Climate  
Change joined in  unity  as  
the Climate  Change ta lks  
in  Durban,  Kwazulu drew 
to an end –  December 
2011 

 

 

 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
joined in support of the cause 
of Indigenous peoples. 

 
“We do take note of advances in the decisions relative to 

REDD+ and agriculture affirming respect for traditional 
knowledge and the rights of Indigenous Peoples.  However, 
these references are omitted from all other COP outcome 
documents. These human rights must be protected through 
clear and unequivocal language recognizing our rights to 
land, territories and resources, our full and effective 
participation including our right of free, prior and informed 
consent, and protection for our traditional knowledge. In 
order to protect our forests, biodiversity, the air, and the 
water that sustains us all, we need a binding commitment to 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” 
IIPFCC High Level Statement – Copenhagen 18 December 2009 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Any decis ion or  indicat ion undertaken by the 
Part ies  wil l  have to  be  founded on a  s trong r ights -
based approach and framework –  speci f ica l ly  
including the UN Declarat ion on the Rights  of  
Indigenous Peoples  (UNDRIP),  Indigenous Tribal  
Peoples  Convention (ILO169),  and other  
internat ional  human r ights  obl igat ions and 
instruments  -  and on the recognit ion of  his tor ical  
responsibi l i ty  and ecological  debt .  Proper  
considerat ion should be g iven to  the indigenous 
peoples ’  Anchorage Declarat ion and to  the 
indigenous peoples´  declarat ion adopted at  the  
Cochabamba Peoples’  Summit,  Apri l  2010.   

… the  Shared Vis ion … should  recognize  the  
ro le  and contr ibut ion of  indigenous  peoples ’  
knowledge,  innovat ions  and pract ices  in  p laying  a  
s tewardship  ro le  and in  contr ibut ing  so lut ions  to  the  
c l imate  cr is i s .  The crucia l  ro le  of  indigenous  
women   in  the  t ransmiss ion of  knowledge and 
preservat ion of  cul ture  and environment  should  a lso  
be  acknowledged.  I I P F C C  I n t e r - S e s s i o n a l ,  S t a t e m e n t ,  B o n n ,  
G e r m a n y ,  J u n e  2 0 1 0 .  

 

[Edi tor :  We have  incorporated  submiss ions  by  the  
In te rnat ional  Indigenous  Peop le s  Forum on  Cl imate  
Change  f rom the  Durban Cl imate  Change  Conference  
and  f rom ear l i e r  in te rgovernmenta l  mee t ings  ex tending  
back  to  2009.   The  Powles s  Photo  Essay  dep ic t s  
mee t ings ,  demonstra t ions ,  and  inc idents  ( i . e . ,  e f fo r t s  to  
r emove  Afr i cans  f rom a  campsi t e  near  the  con fe rence  in  
Durban) .  An e s t imated  200  indigenous  peop le s  f rom 
ne ighbor ing  communit i e s  and  f rom around the  wor ld  in  
Kwazulu  d i rec t ly  contr ibuted  the  deve lopment  o f  
submiss ions  to  the  Durban Conference .   For  each  
par t i c ipant  on- s i t e  and  indiv idual  contr ibutors  v ia  
In te rne t  communicat ions  many hundreds  more  made  



Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  10  Num 2 ,  2011       ≈   65  

the i r  v i ews  known.  We a t  FWJ wish  to  expres s  our  
apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  sk i l l s ,  and  pro fe s s ional  care  taken  
by  indigenous  par t i c ipants  who  never  fo rge t  who  they  
repre sent . ]  
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Powless Photo collections: 
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General  photos  f rom Durban/COP17 -  
ht tp://www.f l ickr .com/photos/powless/sets/7215
7628385853737/  Photos  f rom the Durban Climate  
Just ice  act ion (Friday,  December 9)  -  
ht tp://www.f l ickr .com/photos/powless/sets/7215
7628347288997/ 
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