
Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  10  Num 2 ,  2011       ≈   147  

   
 

W e  a r e  n o t  d i v i d e d  b u t  O N E  
 

By Susan “Lightening Hand” Perna 

 

Last  n ight  the  Great  Spir i t  came to  me  in  a  v i s ion  
to  prepare  me  to  wr i t e  th i s  ar t i c l e .  These  were  the  
power fu l  words  o f  wisdom that  the  Great  Spir i t  
imparted  to  me:  “We are  not  d iv ided  but  ONE!”  
meaning  we  are  not  s eparate ,  but  we  are  a l l  connec ted  
to  each  o ther  through  the  Creator .”   

Right  a f t e r  that  another  power fu l  message  f rom the  
Great  Spir i t  thundered  in  my ear :  “A good  l eader  
cannot  l ead  the  peop le  un le s s  he  becomes  one  wi th  
them.”  meaning  one  cannot  l ead  unt i l  he  unders tands  
the  peop le ’ s  hear t s -becomes  one  wi th  them.”  

 

I  have heard the cr ies  of  my Native  people.  
The s i lence has  been broken and my heart  weighs 
heavy with gr ie f ,  Oh Great  One hear  my prayer:   

“Oh Great  Spir i t  whose voice  I  hear  I  the  
wind and the ra in and thunder,  hear  my cry  and 
the cry  of  my people.  Oh Great  Spir i t ,  help  us  to  
hear  as  you speak.  Help us  once more to  face  the 
East ,  proclaiming thy warmth,  the West ,  and fee l  
sof t  wind on face  and through hair .  Oh Great  
Spir i t ,  speak to  my people  to  the north,  to  the 
south,  on the mountains,  in  the val leys,  le t  them 
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hear  thy voice  and fol low. Oh Great  Spir i t ,  there  
be  many tr ibe  less ,  without  a  Chief ,  wandering in  
the wilderness  a lone.  We ask you,  Oh Great  Spir i t ,  
to  band us  together  and give  us  a  Chief  to  guide,  
direct ,  teach our  people.  I  seek a  place where  the 
e lders  can speak without  fear  and the chi ldren can 
l is ten without  shame,  a  p lace where  the holy  men 
and holy  women can pray and give  b less ings,  a  
p lace where  the warr iors  can have purpose again,  
show me the way out  of  the  land of  b i t ter  water  
and into the land of  sweet  grass  and sage so I  may 
point  the  way to  others .”  Hoka heyshni.  Writ ten 
by Great  Spir i t  leader  “Fire  Eagle”-  Harold Parker   

Today there  is  too much arguing that  goes  on 
between the ful l  b loods and mixed blood Indians.  
There  are  many of  the  ful l  b loods who have taken 
i t  on themselves  to  cal l  Natives  with mixed 
ancestry  outs iders ,  wanna-be’s ,  and hal f  breeds 
just  to  name a  few. They harbor  resentment  over  
such tr iv ia l  i ssues  and deny mixed bloods or  as  I  
ca l l  them “the true hearts”  and the “shadow 
chi ldren” the r ights  to  the teachings of  the  e lders  
and the cul tural  ceremonies.  Intolerance grows 
l ike  cancer  and tend to  choke away at  the  
goodness  of  man.  I t  was not  the hope of  the  
ancestors  to  have these  pre judices  of  mixed blood 
versus  ful l  b lood to  l inger  on.  One can see  this  
through many of  the  quotat ions f rom Chief  Seatt le  
to  Chief  Si t t ing Bul l .  Those powerful  and wise  
leaders  saw a day when people  f rom al l  Nations 
would be together  as  one and heal  Mother  Earth 
and each other-  Adrian Case.   

Though the ful l  b loods have le f t  the  “true 
hearts”  and “shadow chi ldren” to  their  own 
devices,  one quest ion remains:  who is  going to  
teach the future  generat ions the way of  the  Red 
Road? In the not  so  dis tant  past  Native  Americans 
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were  small  bands of  people  who were s trangers  in  
a  s trange land.  Occasional ly  one band would meet  
another  and they would come together  for  the 
good of  a l l  and their  chi ldren.  They would repeat  
this  process  and in  t ime they came to  be  known as  
Native  Americans,  today.  We are  a  people  of  
many cultures  and many of  us  mixed with Native  
b lood.  And i f  a l l  of  us  seek the Red Road to  the 
one God who is  colorbl ind and is  himsel f  the  color  
of  water  then does that  not  mean we are  a l l  h is  
chi ldren? All  we seek is  guidance from those who 
know the way,  those who have fathered us.  We 
only  want  to  be  t reated as  family,  yet  some of  the  
ful l  b loods have turned their  backs on us  and have 
told  those that  would guide us  to  be  s i lent  -Raven 
One Heart -  R.B.  

However  what  they didn’t  count  on is  that  we 
each have a  piece  of  the  puzzle  and together  we 
have the whole  picture.  A new generat ion has  been 
born,  those that  can truly  see  what  the creator  
intended for  a l l .  Let  us  a l l  look beyond the color  
and see  the heart  of  the  new people,  for  a l l  that  
has  been done is  in  the past  and cannot  be  undone,  
but  we today can work to  repair  and heal  and 
become one people  as  we were meant  to  be  by 
passing on the wisdom of  our  ancestors  to  one 
another  and treat ing each other  with brother ly  
love.  “We need  to  put  our  pas t  pre judice s  as ide  and  
make  a  way fo r  the  new generat ion ,”  so said  Dennis  
Binns.  

Since the ful l  b loods have le f t  us  the “true 
hearts”  and the “shadow chi ldren” in  the parched 
barren desert  to  l ive  as  Nomads wandering around 
with no c lear  sense of  direct ion,  I t  i s  up to  each 
one of  us  to  f ind new teachers  who wil l  guide us  
back to  the land where  the l iv ing waters  f low 
freely;  where  a l l  are  welcome to  dr ink of  the  
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sp ir i tual  waters  of  our  ancestors  words of  wisdom 
that  wil l  quench our  thirs t  and sat is fy  our  bel l ies .  
In  the ancient  of  days af ter  the  Nomad tr ibes  spent  
days on end wandering in  the wilderness  by a lone 
with no leader  they would eventual ly  band 
together  and chose a  new leader.  And in  t ime the 
Nomads would outnumber those who cast  them 
out.  This  is  symbolic  of  what  is  happening 
between the ful l  b loods and the mixed bloods 
today.  The so cal led “wanna be 's  c l ing more dear ly  
to  the value system of  car ing for  one another  and 
express ing brother ly  love more so than the ful l  
b loods.  This  goes  to  show that  some of  the  ful l  
b loods did not  real ly  value the system of  the so-
cal led “tr ibes” in  the f i rs t  p lace!  I f  they did then 
they never  would have re jected their  own people  
in  the f i rs t  p lace.        

We the people  must  come together,  ( the  
communit ies ,  and society)  to  unite  as  a  whole  to  
heal  the  ones who were forsaken so that  future  
generat ions wil l  not  be  le f t  in  the darkness  and 
s tart  fo l lowing the path of  our  ancestors .   Wil l  you 
join us  on the Red Road of  heal ing?  Would you be 
wil l ing to  cal l  those who are  di f ferent  than you 
s is ters  and brothers?  The Creator  and our  
ancestors  have given us  a  v is ion of  g lobal  peace.  A 
warr ior  has  emerged within me;  I  have woke up,  
and this  warr ior  is  s tanding before  the world,  he  is  
s tanding for  respect ,  t rust  and to  be  heard.  A 
f ierce  s torm is  coming and few wil l  survive;  those 
who do wil l  be  taught  to  l ive  f rom the land as  we 
once did and love and accept  one another  without  
pre judice.  The di f ference between the Indians of  
the  new world is  that ,  they wil l  become one race,  
g iven only  one language.   

We need to  quit  thinking of  race  and start  
working for  the world  that  the  Great  Spir i t  desires  
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o f  us.  There  wil l  not  be  any more radical ly  dis t inct  
languages;  their  voices  wil l  become one;  as  a l l  
others  have disappeared;  the  new indigenous tr ibe  
wil l  emerge.  Let  us  get  back to  the old  ways.  Let  
us  move away from mater ia l is t ic  dreams and move 
c loser  to  car ing for  each other  l ike  our  ancestors  
did.  That  is  my desire .  Let  us  learn from our 
ancestors .  The key to  many things  can be found 
there.  Much can a lso be learned there.  Let  us  
remember and move forward to  create  a  world  that  
the  Great  Spir i t  wants  us  to  have.  Let  us  be  s trong 
caretakers  of  Mother  Earth and le t  us  a lso teach 
others .  

New nat ions wil l  s tand and use  their  voice’s  
to  be  heard as  we s ing our  songs of  peace,  p lay our  
drums,  and dance to  a  new beginning.  As the  new 
Americans  Indian  inhabi t s  th i s  nat ion ,  we  wi l l  never  
surrender .  “We wi l l  surv ive .  I  dream to  insp i re  and  I  
insp i re  to  dream,”  so  said  Gaylord Spir i t  Hawk 
Brooks.  

*  *  *  *  

 

Ever  s ince I  found out  about  my Native  
American ancestry  I  have been heavi ly  involved in  
walking the Red Red.”  I  pray and meditate  on a  
dai ly  basis  to  become c loser  to  my Creator.  The 
vis ion I  had for  the Fourth World Journal  came to  
me from Spir i t .      

A very prominent  and respected American 
Indian medicine woman told  me that  the  Creator  
to ld  her  that  I  was born a  medicine woman and 
that  wri t ing is  my medicine.  My teacher  the 
Medicine woman taught  me that  anyone could be a  
medicine woman or  man,  not  just  Native  people.  
Creator  b lesses  everyone with g i f ts  not  just  a  
certa in  race or  c lass  of  people.  The Creator 's  
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power is  not  restr ic ted e i ther .  I t  can be used 
however  i t  best  serves  a  purpose.       
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