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must all help in the care for the unbom within families

and within communities. Special help can be set up f<!r

single paren te before and after birth of the baby· Th1&
can be done within the family by �dmothers, �un�,

cousw, or can be done from outside of the family m

the community. 

Al1 of thoee stepe will depend on people doing thin.gs.

Inter-tribal organizations, tribal leade� and th� nat1on

can help by assisting in organizing family gathenngs an�
by putting together re-training sessions. A lot of ,1t

can be done by clans or families themselves. !hat m

itself will be a big step ahead toward re-educat1on, and

self-reliance. 
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Ganada. 
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Third World colonialism has replaced European 
colonialism as the principal global force that tries to 
subjugate indigenous peoples and their ancient nations. 
European colonial empires became powerful through the 
forced incorporation of distant peoples and territories. 
Wars of independence and national liberation and 
post-World War n decolonization created today's Third 
World countries largely on the artificial outlines of the 
vanquished colonial empires. 

lnvasion and occupation of indigenous nations once 
done by foreign white expansionist powers are now done 
by foreign brown exp&ll8ionist powers. The majority of 
th� artificial Third World states can only be 
maintained by the invasion and physical incorporation of 
lands and resources of hundreds of indigenous nations. 
What is called "economic development" is the 
annexation at gun point of other peoples' economies. 
What is called "nation-building" is adually state 
expansion by n.Cion-dssfro,ing. Territorial 
consolidation, national integration, the imperatives of 
population growth, and economic are phrues used by 
Third World states to cover up the killing of indigenous 
nations and peoples. 
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The capture and control of geography, n�t the 

extension of politics or economic philoeophy 18 the 
objective of the Third World invasions. Most F�urth 
World indigenoua nations have maintained the quality of 
landa waters and resources while Third World &tates 
have 'not. Systeme that do work are being destroyed to 
prolong systems that don 't work. Over one-half of the 
world's conflicts are being fought over Fourth World 
geography, not East-West politics, or Norih-South 
economice. 

DEVELOPMENT BY INVASION 

The development and modernization of 
.
T� World

states is heavily dependent upon the mvas1on and 
annexation of Fourth World nations. Duplicating the 
experience of First and Second world states, e�poried 
European socialism and capitalism have bot� !ailed . to 
sustainably develop the interna! resoureee w1thm T� 
World territories. Unable to limit fast-growmg 
populations, unwilling to reform e

.
lite-d?mina� land 

ownership, and incapable of dramat1� :icreasmg f� 
produdion with more gr,en rwolulaona, many Third 
World governments promote development by invasion. 
•New" landa and resources are freshly invaded landa
and appropriated resourcee. The ex-colonial Third
World is doing to the indigenoua Fourth World what
First and Second world states did to it.

Most of the world's largest countries are expansionist 
and use •nationalized" populations - backed by an 
army and programs of forced allegiance -

. 
to occupy

and annex indigenoua territory and to claim Fourth 
World resourees. Ali of the 10 most populoua countries 
are waging expansionist cold and . hot. wars �nst
indigenoua nations. Much of thl8 v1olence agamst 
indigenoua nations is hidden by common agreement 
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among . states � alter the terminology of conflid:
Aggress1ve conflict between &tates is called war· a 
nation_'s defense against aggression by a state is ailled
ltrronam; and the aggressive invuion and occupation of 
a nation by a state is called dev,lopmffll. 

Development by invuion is done by ali of the most 
populous states that together lay claim to 63 percent of 
the world's peoples and 43 percent of the land area.

How�ver, in many of these states, sovereigaty and 
allegiance are only obtained by the use of state army 
and security forces � natioDB of peoples (ironically 
called citizeDB by the states) who aeek to maintain their 
own. <fi:8tinct and eovereign identities, governments and
terrdor1es. 

STATE 

1. OJahaa

i. ladla
a. Soviet Ualoa
4. Uaited State.
l. ladoaeela
e. BruU

,. lapo

•• lluglacleaJa
9. Paklnu

10. Nigeria

CLAIMED 

POPULATION 
1986 

1,041,000,000 
fel,I00,000 
lff,000,000 
w,000,000 
108,400,000 
lh,400,000 
liD,800,000 
101,500,000 
N,ioo,ooo 
01,ioo,000 

ClAIMED 

AREA 
(10001 ml equare) 

a,m,., 
1,269.S 
8,849.0 
a.01,.1 
m., 

á,186.i 
1a., 

11.6 
110., 
ª"·' 

1,040,000,000• 11,11, .1 ••
• • t8'5 ol wodd'1 f.146.000.000 la 1981 •••WJofworlll'1udll!!,�Aa�
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Of the world's 168 internationally N!COgDized states,
these 10 assert aovereignty over 63 percent of the 
world's inhabitants and 43 percent of its land area. All 
of these states are economically, politically and 
territorially expansionist. Hundreds of the world's more 
than 3000 nations are to be devoured to fuel but these 
ten political and economic entities. Resourees, lands 
and peoples will be incorporated - forcibly if need be -
to maintain the viability of the state. Ali have 
programa and policiea to annex indigenous nations by 
occupation through the 888isted and subsidized relocation 
of aome of each state's populations. 

Brazil, India, Bangladesh and Indonesia each have 
Iarge-acale programs for the relocation of m888ive 
numbers of their citizens acl'088 borden and onto the 
national territory of other peoples. Mistakenly called 
"transmigration", meaning the internal relocation of 
people within a state's borden, these migrations are 
really state spoD80red invasions by •surplus" populations 
and transnationals. Two of the most destructive 
dndopmfflt 6r in1106ion transmigration programe are 
directed by the governments of Bangladesh and 
Indonesia, and fmanced by international development 
and agencies. 

The Backup and Spread of Indonesia and Bangladesh 

Indonesia and Bangladesh are poor Third World states 
with extremely large, fast-growing populations. Even 
when discounting the populations of the many nations 
claimed to be part of these etates, both Indonesia and 
Bangladesh have huge numbers of people. 
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INDONESIA 

1985 Popalatloa 168,400,000 
World Lnlrlag #6 
Natual lncreue 2.2%/yr. 
Pop. Doablbag Time 32 yean 
Me Pop. Year 2000 226,000,000 
" bnl-Agrlc.it. 78% 
Pop. Deulty 229/sq. mi. 
G.N.P. per eaplta ('81) 1660.00/yr •

• U.S. doDar nhae. 

An lndonesian Fatherland 

BANGLADESH 

101,600,000 
#8 
2.8%/yr. 
26 years 
146,200,000 
86% 
1800 / sq. mi. 
1130.00/yr • 
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Indonesia is a post-World War Il state impoeed over 
the artificial outlines of the Dutch East Indies colonial 
empire. Spread acl'088 a 3000-mile are of 13,700 
islands and at least 300 distinct nations and peoples, the 
government and army are controlled by Javanese, a 
people from but one island and one nation. Java has 
almost 100 million people, some 80 percent of whom 
live in rural areas where one-third of the land is 
controlled by only one percent of the "iand owners. 
These conditions place further preesure on the 
agriculture-based peuantry whoee population density 
reaches 5000 people for each square mile in aome areas. 
With Java's population growing at the rate of two 
million per year and with similar growth ratea on the 
adjacent island-nations of Bali and Madura, the 
Jakarta-based Javanese government has instituted a 
state poliey of expan8ion to redirect the backup of the 
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ruling population and to coDSOlidate Janvaneae control 
beyond the island of Java. 

Aided by the slogan "Unity Through Divel'lity," Java 
has moved to ex.pand its domination over uncoDSenting 
nations by military invasion and occupation, deploymen& 
of Javanese settlel'I, and compulsory • Javanization • 
programa to change religion, nationality, language, �d
allegiance. This has and is being done, for example, m 
the South Moluccas (invaded in 1960), West Papua 
(invaded 1962), and East Timor (invaded 1976). 
Another aspect of Javanese territorial consolidation of 
huge porlions of insular Southeast Asia and Melanesia, 
is the declaration of an Indonesian lcin4-cir&4-10al,r 
/cithmcind ( tcanaA oir) united by the state doctrine of 
v,av,GSGn nuacimara, Java's concept of an •archipelagic 
state." This means that Java-controlled Indonesia 
asserls authori&y over a vast expanse of ocean watel'I by 
claiming 200-mile exclusive zones around each of the 
more than 13,000 islands within Indonesia's colonial 
boundaries. These extensiona of Jakarta's territorial 
land and water claims mean that Indonesia has become 
the world's seventh-largest state in area, potentially 
sealing off international access to island straits and sea 
lanes. These commercially and strategically imporlant 
sea lanes connect the Pacific and Indian oce&ll.8 and the 
Asian maioland and Australia. Furthermore, Java's 
archipelagic •fatherland" is a military-backed 
geopolitical net that has been cast over h�dreds 

.
of 

distinct nations and peoples. Jakarta effed1vely stnps 
these nations of their own self-determmation, land and 
sea territories and resources, and freedom. The backup 
and overfiow of Java is resulting in the destruction of 
multitudes of nations, peoples and environments. 

Java's population problems and geopolitical aspirationa 
have resulted in a campaign of military-assisted 
movements of millions of people, island-hopping, and 
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island takeovel'I, and environmental damage on a 
geographical scale verging on the 1941-1945 War of the 
Pacific. 

THE CREATION OF BANGLADESH 

At the height of its colonial grip of Asia, Britain 
controlled one fifth of the world's land area and one 
fourlh of its people. Part of that overseas empire was 
the British creation of India: A foreign dominated, 
artificial territory of different peoples, nations, languages 
and religiona. Stretching between British-controlled 
Burma and Mghanistan, India was the keystone in the 
British colonial arch in Asia. U served as a source of 
immen.se profits, and a buffer agains& Russian expansion 
from the west and French expansion from Indo-China 
to the east. Never a nation of single people within an 
historie homeland, India was a creation forced from 
distindly different entities. Strachey remarked during 
the turn of the century high-tide mark of British 
colonialism, "There is not, and never was, an India, or 
even a country of India, possessing - according to 
European ideas - any son of unity, physical, political, 
social or religious: No Indian nation, no people of 
India." 

International pressure and internal diseent forced 
Great Britain to pull out of its colonial e�pire of India 
on August ló, 1947. Continuing clashes between 
Moelems and Hindus led to the 1947 Partition that 
divided the empire into Moelem East and West Pak.istan 
separated by 1200 miles of Hindu India. The eastem 
wing of the new Moelem state was formed from the 
earlier East Bengal area of colonial India. Disputes 
between Pakistani-dominated W est Pakistan, and 
Bengali-dominated East-Pakistan led to a brief "civil 
war" in 1971 during which India sided with the Bengali 

fourth World Journal Vol 1. No. 2 



00 Berna.ni Nieteohffl(Jnn 

forces. Already once-divided from British-created 
lndian, the state of W est and Eut Pakistan wu again 
divided by the 1971 war into Pakistan (formerly West 
Pakistan) and Bangladesh (formerly East Pak.istan). 

Bom of violence upon violence, Bangladesh became a 
separate atate, formed and reformed from a previoUI 
state and a still earlier colonial empire. During ali of 
these geopolitical transitions, however, within this 
British-Indian-Pakistan-Bangladesh claimed territory 
were many indigenous nations that never relinquiahed 
their nationality or territory to any of the impoeed 
geographical pretender&. 

Judging from the creation of Bangladesh (and 
Indonesia), there is nothing natural or permanent or 
even peraistent about international boundaries, colonial 
empírea, or internationally recognized states. 

Bangladesh is one of the world's poorest countries and 
within its claimed territory are rapidly increasing 
numbera of Moslem Bengali citizens whose population 
densities - like those of Java - are among the highest 
anywhere in the world. Tiny Bangladesh, ita 66,600 
square mile area is about the size of Nicaragua with 
only three million people, hu over 100 million, the 
eighth largest state population. A geographical axiom 
that applies to Bangladesh is that without reforma or 
innovations, a rural population dependent upon 
agriculture must expand the area under cultivation. 
The outwa.rd movement of lowland Bengalí people hu 
long been a demographic reality and a threat to the 
adjacent nations of hill peoples auch u the Assamese 
(India) and Chakmas (Chittagong Hill Tracts). 

The Spreacl of Natlon Destructlon 

Within the state of Bangladesh is the over-populated 
Bengali nation, just as within the state of Indonesia is 
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the over-populated Javanese nation. Each of these two 
states is ruled by one dominant nation which forces lesa 
powerful and lesa populated nations to accede to the 
fiction of an Indonesian and a Bangladeshi "nation •. 

Bangladesh and Indonesia are in the third phase of a 
likely fov-phase geographical expansion. Firat came 
the colonial creation of an empire that forciblf joined 
ancient nations. Then followed the emergence of a new 
state ruled by a single nation over many nations whoee 
own development and eecurity was eroded by 
fast-growing populations (Bengali and Javanese). The 
third phase is the safety valve relocation of large 
numbera of people from the Bengali and Javanese 
nations into the adjoining nations, a aort of eating up of 
other nations' territories and reeources. This is the 
preeent-day phase where invasion by the ru1ing group's 
army and eettlera supports economic development and 
fostera no-choice political conaolidation. For Indonesia 
this is being done by transmigration of Javanese, 
Madlll"&D and Balinese nationals to other nations on 
other islands such u Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, 
and West Papua. 

For Bangladesh the movement is to the many nations 
within the Chittagong Hill Tracts and elsewhere. 
Accelerated by environmental destruction, population 
doubling times of 26 - 32 years, the squandering of 
reaource wealth by ruling elites, and reeource extraction 
by transnationals, this third phase of expansion to the 
state periphery probablf will be over within 16 years. 
The fourth and next phase will be territorial expansion 
beyond state boundaries and across demographic divides. 
This is already beginning as more than 600,000 Bengalis 
have left the state of Bangladesh and illegal)y settled 
Aasam, northeast India. Burma presente another area 
of relatively low population. 
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Indonesia may encourage cross border movements of 
people to Papua New Guinea, Melaysia, Sabah, Palawan 
and Mindanao (Philippines), and there is deep concern 
in Australia over the chances of an invasion from the 
north. One of the world's greatest demographic divides 
existe between Australia which has almost the area of 
the United States of America but only the population of 
New York City's 16 million, and Indonesia which will 
have 226 million after the next 16 years on a land area 
that is smaller than Mexico. 

Between the expansionist Javanese and Bengalis and 
neighboring less populated states are many 
non-expansionist nations whose peoples, lands and 
resources are being consumed by the spread of invading 
settlers, and totalitarian state control, assisted by 
multi-lateral state institutions like the World Bank and 
its subsidiary the Africa-Asia Bank. 

States Reject National lndependence 

The peoples and nations of Chittagong Hill Tracts 
and West Papua are seeking to decide their own 
political, economic and social future. And they seek 
protection from expanding invasions onto their territory 
and into their communities. Rather than becoming 
independent with the removal of Western colonial rule, 
these two multinational areas were taken over by 
adjacent Third World states. Land and resources that 
could have sustainably developed the peoples of peaceful, 
self-contained nations, became the means for aggressive 
states to expand. The Bengali invaders of the 
Chittagong indigenous nations and the Javanese invaders 
ol West Papua indigenous nations have failed to learn 
the same lesson they taught their British, Indian, 
Pakistaní, Dutch, and Japanese invaders. 
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The Multinational Confederacy of Chittagong 

Thirteen indigeno)ls hill people nations make up the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts. They are different in ali 
respecte identity, cultures, languages, religions, 
histories, territories - from the non-indigenous Moslem 
Bengalí people that only recently claim them as part of 
the Bangladesh state. With 400,000 people, the 
Chakmas are the largest national population of the some 
600,000 people who historically occupy and claim the 
hill territories. These people have a long history of 
resisting invasions from the lowlands. In the 18th 
century the British colonized the adjacent lowlands and 
pushed to incorporate the independent and sovereign hill 
peoples by introducing tea plantations and wage labor. 
At first the British encouraged Bengalí immigration to 
"pacify" the area, but as the Bengalí people's own 
aspirations for independence from British rule developed, 
the British recognized the area as an autonomoua 
imligenou, region with the enactment of the CldUagoag 
mu Tracts B.egulatioa in 1900. 

To gain the support of the hill peoples, the British 
recognized the integrity of indigenous ("tribal") nations 
and agreed to prohibit outsiders (principally Bengalis) 
from purchasing land or permanently settling. In 1936, 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts territory was recognized by 
the colonial administration of India to be a distinct and 
separate "totally excluded area." During the growing 
resistance to British rule among the many nations held 
within British-created India, the Chittagong Hill nations 
worked toward creating a semi-independent state or the 
possibility of merging with other indigenous peoples in 
neighboring nations to form an independent state of 
confederated nations (similar to what the Karen and 10 
other indigenous nations seek in Burma). The British 
promised that Chittagong autonomy and continued 
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indepe�dence would be recognized with the independence 
of _India. lnst�ad, however, the British "granted" the 
Ch1ttagong H11l Tracts territory and people to newly-independent Pakistan in 1947 by-way-of the 
"Radcliff Award." 

• 

This was a craven and criminal deed that awarded non-Moelem peoples and nations to a new state created 
by violence and millions of deaths to establieh the 
Moelem state of Pakistan. The mere existence of 
non-Moelem peoples and national territories within the 
Islanlic state was an invitation to invasion attempted 
conversion, and repression. ' 

�ther t�� liberatio� and independence, the 
Chi�tago�g mdigenous nat1ons were invaded by the 
Pakistam army and Bengalí settlers, 1947 - 1971 and by �angladeshi army and Bengalí eettlers since 197Í. 

�1th a population of more than 600,000, Chittagong 
nat1ons have more people than 20 percent of the world's 
intemationally recognized states including Bahrain 
Belize, Bahamas, Iceland, Luxe�burg, and Vanuatu' 
Colonial kinship, not geography or demography is th� 
basis of recognition of independence by the ' United Nations Brolherhood o/ States. 

One Country, One People: New Guinea 

(¿>mprised of many nations of Papuan . peoples, New 
Gwnea, the world's second largest island has more 
intemal . common�ty and political consens� than any
pari of 1t has w1th any past or present colonial powers 
that have asserted control over this natural geopolitical 
country: Britain, the Netherlande, Germany Australia 
Japan, and Indonesia. One half of the isl�d achieved 
independence from its colonizer, Australia, in 1976, and 
became Papua New Guinea, an emerging important 
power in &he Pacific and in Melanesia. Inetead of 
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self-determination and independence, the western half of 
the island was inva.ded and annexed by expansionist 
Java as Indonesia's easternmost province. 

Papuan people are Melanesian, not Indonesi.an.
Melanesian is a term of identity of free choice; 
Indonesian is a word that delimits an area and peoples 
held together by force. The people of West Papua are 
different in ali respecta from their rulen from Java: 
Language, religions, identity, histories, systems of. land
ownership and resource use, cultures and allegiance. 
For more than 23 years, the Javanese have tried to 
take West Papua by force and to incorporate it and its 
peoples into Indonesia. And the Papuan peoples �ave 
continued to resist the takeover and mstead w1&h e1ther 
to be free to create their own autonomous state or to 
merge with Papua New Guinea. 

The Javanese occupation of West Papua has no 
legitimacy. Java and West Papua are. separated. by
2300 miles of ocean waters and numerous 1Sland nat1ons. 
The Dutch ruled the two colonies with separate 
administrations, similar to the former British colonies of 
Jamaica and Trinidad, each of which became an 
independent state in 1962. To acquire West Papua, the 
Javanese promoted a sham, claiming that half of New 
Guinea was a "natural" geographic part of "greater 
Indonesia " and they launched political and military 
campaign� to secure their bogue claim. 

Alter the Dutch military forces were driven from Java 
in December, 1949, the Javanese set their sights on 
claiming ali island nations of what once h� been the 
Dutch East lndies. For 12 years the taking of West 
Papua was a matter of "national pride" for the 
Javanese. They promised to liberate the Papuans by 
invading and driving out the Dutch. In 1962 they 
attacked with a paratroop force at Aru Bay. The 
Dutch took the problem to the United Nations. 

Center for World lncigeno111 Studiee 

Third World Colonial Ezpcinsion 105 

A special UN commission headed by Elsworth Bunker, 
a ranking member of the the Kenned y Admin.istration in 
the United States, considered the Netherland's 
complaints and then urged the turnover of W est Papua 
to Indonesia. It was obvious at the time that the 
decision to turn a blind eye to Indonesia's blatant 
disregard for the UN Charter was a choice made to 
enhance U.S. foreign policy interests. Indonesia was a 
U.S. ally and an important part of Washington's plan 
for the containment of communism in Southeast Asia. 
(EJsworth Bunker's UN sanctioned plan to force W est 
Papua into the arms of Indonesia was confirmed in The 
New York Plan of 1962. It was an agreement similar 
to Sir Cyril Radcliff's 1947 Radcliff Award which gave 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts to Pakistan. ) Indonesia was 
to govern West Papua as a trust territory until an 
election could be held to determine the political future 
of the Papuan peoples. From 1962 to 1969, Papuan 
resistance to the lndonesian occupation was widesprea.d. 

By 1969, Indonesia felt that it had enough military 
control over W est Papua to hold a phony "Act of Free 
Choice" (Pe Pe Ra, Determination of the People's 
Opinion). Widely referred to as the Act of No Choice 
by the West Papuans, only 1,025 (of 800,000 total 
population) people were allowed to vote on the destiny 
of their country: lndependence or un.ion with Indonesia. 
lndonesian military units and generals d!!termined the 
oukome of the vote. Indonesian army Major Soewondo 
threatened those who were to vote by telling them: 

I am tlraanf Che line /rankly anti clearly. I sa, I 
UliU proCect anti paramee Che sa/eCy o/ ever,one who 
i, /or Indonesia. 1 VJiU shooC deatl anrone who is 
again.,C .., - anti aU hi, /oUov,ers. (TAPOL, 1984:31) 

And Brigadier-General Ali Murtopo warned Papuan 
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representatives that Indonesia, 

as the atrongeat mslitary power in Southeast Asia, is 
a6le to atrike f ear into any counlr,. Q we want to 6e 
independerd, he s&id, . . . we had 6eUer ask God i/ 
He could find ua an i6land in the Pacific where we 
could emigro.te . . . 

. . . General Murfopo impreaaed upon ua that 115 
milláon Indoneaiana had f ought f or W eat Irian / or 
yeara. They had made many aacrifices in this 
atruggle, and they would not theref ore allow their 
natáonal aspirations to 6e croBBed 6f a handf ul o/ 
Papuans. Short ahrift would 6e made o/ thoae who 
voted against Indonesia. Their accuraed tongues 
would 6e tom out, their full moutha would 6e 
wrenched open. Upon them would /ali the 11en9eance 
o/ the lndonesian people, among them General 
Murtopo who would himaelf ahoot the people on the 
apot. (TAPOL, 1984: 31-32) 

With a gun to her head, West Papua was annexed to 
Indonesia. In 1969, lndonesian President Suharto 
dedared that West Papua was a province of Indonesia 
to be called West Irian. In 1973 the province was 
renamed Irían Jaya and the papuans were renamed 
Irianese. A new mythical people - the Irianese - were 
to be created instantly with this declaration from 
Jak.arta, a people whose identity, allegiance, land and 
resources were to be given to Java and to Java's 
self-inflated image of empire and destiny. Use of the 
word Papuan was forbidden and punishable by 
imprisonment¡ use of the geographical name West Papua 
was also forbidden and censored from radio and ali 
publications. To make Papuans and West Papua 
lndonesian, the Jak.arta central government began 
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programs to obliterate the people and to annihilate their 
place. 

With an area of 160,032 square miles, West Papua 
has a size larger than Japan or Poland and almost as 
large as Iraq or Sweden. Its Papuan population of 
1,000,000 is larger than one fourth of the states 
recognized by the United Nations including Gambia, 
Fiji, Guyana and Cyprus. lf West Papua were to join 
the 3.6 million people of Papuan New Guinea - a goal 
of many among the W est Papuan resistance forces, 
"One Country, One People" - then the indigenous 
peoples of New Guinea would have a population larger 
than almost half of the established states. And, a 
combined Papuan territory would ha.ve an area larger 
than any Central American or European country. 

TRANSMIGRATION: Annexation by Occupation 

An area coveted by expansionist desires and even 
placed on a thirly pieces o/ ailver platter by 
opportunistic Western countries wishing to establish 
good relations with new Third World powers, must 
nevertheless be occupied and subjugated. The strategy 
used by most Third World states relies on the mass 
transf er of a civilian population loyal or at least 
dependent upon the central government, backed by a 
large and ruthless military force, with almost ali 
expenses lobbied for by transnationals and · provided by 
international development agencies. 

Bangladesh's State of Siege Agalnst the Chlttagong Natlons 

During 1947 - 1971, East Pak.istan organized and 
promoted Bengali settlement and development of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts and peoples. In 1966 the 
Bengalí government violated the political autonomy of 
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the region by disregarding the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Regulations and bringing the area under the 
administrative control of Pak.istan. government 
encouragement of Bengali settlers, merchante and money 
lenders into the Chittagong Hills accelerated in 1968 
with the military takeover of Pakistan. 

&onomic development was used to firmly establish a 
Bengalí-Pak.istan state beachhead within indigenous 
national territory throughout the Chittagong Hills. The 
U.S. Agency for International Development (A.I.D.) 
provided most of the funding for the construction of the 
Kaptai Dam across the Karnaphulli River. Finished in 
1963, the dam supplies hydroelectric energy to the 
Bengalí port of Chittagong, but has created a 20,000 
hectare reservoir on indigenous lands that displaced 
100,000 people, largely Chakmas w ho were resisting the 
Bengali invasion. In 1964 all immigration restrictions to 
the area were removed by the Bengalí govemment. 

With the 1971 separation of Bangladesh from 
Pakistan, the Bengalí govemment in Dhaka began a 
push to "Bengalíze" the Chittagong Hill peoples. The 
Bengalí invasion was stepped up in 1979 by 
Bangladesh's active encouragement of settlers to move 
into the area. By 1980, Dhaka had received enough 
intemational assistance (U.S. AID, Sweden, World 
Health Organization, UNICEF) to provide the settlers 
with transportation, money, a six-month food supply, 
and 2.6 to ó acres of land for each family. In 1982, an 
additional 260,000 Bengalis were brought into the area. 
By 1986 the Bengalí population amounted to 400,000 
settlers and 40,000 army personnel, almost 76 percent of 
the original number of the area's inhabitants and 
owners. 

To the Bengalis, the Chittagong Hills are a population 
overflow region that had land, hydroelectric potential, oil 
and natural gas. 
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To secure these, the Bengalis suppressed all rights of 
the indigenous peoples and nations, and forcibly imposed 
their people, religion, and government and began a 
brutal campaign to eliminate indigenous resistance by 
buming crops, villages, arbitrary and widespread 
murders, rapes, torture, and destruction and theft of 
goods and property. (Fourth World Joumal, R.S. 
Dewan, 1986: 33-40) 

Since its own independence from Pak.istan, Bangladesh 
has continued and accelerated the Bengalí invasion and 
state of siege to deny the independence of the 
Chittagong Hill peoples, who in tum, have had to 
organize their own armed resistance force, the 16,000 
partially armed guerrilla fighters of the Sluuatl Bahbal 
("peace force"). The Bengali army is waging an 
undeclared war against the indigenous peoples of the 
Chittagong Hills. In order to defeat the Shantl Bahbal 
fighters they attack civilians. 

To break the resistan ce they terrorize 
non-combatants. To conquer the people - they 
destroy them. To stop the fiow of information, recruits, 
food and shelter from villagers to their sons and 
daughters in the Sluuatl BahlDl, the Bengalí army bums 
villages, one after the other. When they suffer an 
ambush and defeat, the Bengalí army retalíates by 
murdering and raping civilians. 

The Bengali army is one of the most poorly 
controlled armies in Asia. It is conducting · a purge of 
indigenous peoples, an elimination, a liquidation, 
genocide 1980's style at no cost to the developing state, 
paid for by naJve, trusting intemational agencies wishing 
to solve "The Population Problem." 

The Bengalí military-assisted invasion of the 
Chittagong Hill nations is the world's most clear-cut 
example of genocide in practice today. U ndeniably 
hungry Bengalis feed on food grown on land drenched in 
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Chakma blood, Mro blood, Marma blood, Tripura blood. 

lndonesla's Dlsgulsed lnvaslon of West Papua 

When Java replaced the Netherlands as the colonial 
power that claimed sovereignty over 300 Fourth World 
Nations on 13,700 islands over a 3,000-mile-extent, the 
expansion of political, military, and economic control 
was made the top priority. In 1960, President Sukarno 
said that migration to the outer islands was "a matter 
of life and death for the Indonesian nation." Java's 
expansionist designa were to extend by moving Javanese 
settlers and military units, island to island, and to 
disguise these invasions as the redi8tribution o/ 
ot1erpopulation within the confines of a mythical 
Indonesian state. The invasions are financed by 
intemational a.id, amounting to some 1600,000,000 
provided by the World Bank, World Food Program, 
European Economic Community, Asían Development 
Bank, Islamic Development Bank, Federal Republic of 
Germany, France, Netherlands, the Unitoo States, and 
the United Nations Development Program. (Survival 
Intemational, Bulletin: March 2, 1986) 

Transmigration - the resettlement of people loyal to 
a central government - is the ma.in tactic for 
"smokeless wars" of invasion and occupation by Third 
World states aga.inst Fourth World Nations and peoples.
Java,s war on the peoples it cla.ims as lndonesian
civilians is called transmigrtl8i (Transmigration). It 
represente the world,s largest invasion force. The 1984 
- 1989 Five Year Plan called for the movement of
6,000,000 people from Java, Madura and Bali specifically
to those areas that resist Java's,s impoeed sovereignty:
Sumatra, Kalimantan, Sulawesi, South Moluccas, East
Timor, and W est Papua. Over the next 20 years, some
66,000,000 more people will be moved to Javanize
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Fourth World territories claimed by Indonesia. Java no longer gives overpopulation as the principalreason _behind transmigration. Centralized political and
�o�om1� goals - not humanitarian ones - are theJust1ficat1ons. The Jakarta government liste seven goalsfor_ its tr�smigration program: To promote nationalun1ty, nat1onal security, an equal distribution of thepopulation, national development, the preservation of nature, h!IP to the farming classes, and improt1ement o/the c?ndahon o/ local peoples. {Survival IntemationalBulletm: March 2, 1986) 
. What ti:ansmigration has actually accomplished is very��erent: The spread of poverty, forced displacement ofmd1genous peop!es from their homes, communities andlande; deforestat1on and soil damage at the rate of some200,000 hectares per year {to total 3,600,000 deforestedhect� by 1989); destruction of local governments,eco_no�u�, means of sustainable resource use; forcedassu:,iilat!o� programa; widespread use of military forceto ¡_>actfy areas and to break local resistance bybombmg and massacres of civilians.
lt coste a�ut _ 19000. 00 to move a family from Javaand to establish 1t on 2. 6 to 6 hectares of expropriatedl�d in a distant island. People who are forciblyd�placed to _ make room for the transmigrants are not

pa1d for _thetr la�d;_ Indonesia asserts that transmigration
18 a nat1onal pr1or1ty and that national needs f or landrepl�.e any local ownership: "The · rights oftrad1t1�nal-law communities may not be allowed tostand m the way of the establishment of Transmigrationsettlements" (Basic Forestry Act: Clarification Act 2823 1007, Clause 17). ' 

Indonesia cannot itself afford to move 66 millionpeople at the p�nt-day cost of 19000 per family.Funds for that w11l be sought from international sources.The purchase of land would drive the amount far
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beyond the 110 billion that Java needs to extend its 
control over non-Javanese islands, nations a.nd peoples. 
Internationally fina.nced invasions disguised as national 
priorities and domestic resettlement is the way poor 
Third World states acquire la.nd and resources. 

West Papua is one of the main areas targeted for 
a.nnexation and incorporation by the military-backed 
transmigration program. West Papua's abundant forest 
and mineral resources and offshore oíl potential makes it 

. even more attractive for development by invasion. To 
physically secure West Papua and to transfer control of 
the a.rea from Papuans to Javanese, Jakarta has 
imposed a seven-part strategy: 

l. Terdtorlal Occapatlon. Displacement of Papuans 
by Javanese, Maduran and Balinese settlers that 
will number 1,000,000 by 1989, and up to 
10,000,000 by the year 2000. 

2. Jlelocatloa of PapaU18 bato Assimilatlon Campe.
The Javanese use two primary types of relocation
camps to erase Papuan identity (ethnocide):
Translocal settlements where Papuans are brought
to live with Javanese settlers at ratios of 1:3 to 1:6
in order to "civilize" them with Moslem religion,
Bahasa Indonesian language, and Javanese culture
and community life; and Centers /or Social
De1.1elopment w here Papuans are brought to remove
them from supporiing the Papuan resistance forces
and to indoctrinate them. The centers are called
PPMs and have the same purpose as "strategic
hamlets" widely used during the war between
Vietnam and the United States, "model villages"
used by the Guatemalan government on Mayan
Indiana and "relocation camps" used by the
Nicaraguan government to control lndians from the
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Miskito, Sumo and Rama nations. 

3. Indodrhaatlon. Within the translocal, and 
community development campe, and surviving 
Papuan villages, Javanese government people carry 
out a program of Pa8casila Imloctrination, to 
replace Papuan and Melanesian identity and 
nationality with Indonesian: (:alled . P -4
indoclrination its goals "to cult1vate nat1onal pr1de, 
self-respect �d broaden peo_ple's horizons so 88. to 
create a consciousness of bemg (part of) a nat1on, 
part of the Indonesian state, and to defend the 
state. (TAPOL, 1984:10) 

4. Territorial Muagement. Throughout Indonesia t�
al
e 

Javanese rely on a doctrine of "territon 
management" (Pem6inaan temtorial Ulilayah) for 
"national defense." lt is based on the belief that 
the Indonesian army will face warfare of "inte�nal" 
and "extemal" guerrilla forces, not convent1onal 
armies. Therefore, the army must organize ali . the 
peoples within the claimed Indonesian state mto 
"total people's defense" (hankamrata) by 
"management" of each eociety down to the smallest 
units. "Territorial Management" is a major part 
of Java's strategy to occupy West Pap�a. and to 
use the Indonesian army to reduce oppos1t10n from 
"citizens" claimed by Indonesia. 

ó. Couterluargeaq. The Papuan defense force is 
· called the OPM ( Organi,G8i Papua Merdelea) or

free Papua Movement which has been fighting the
Indonesian invasion for almoet 26 years. The g�
of the Pero.ka and Vitoria branches of the OPM 1s
to resist the Indonesian invasion as long as it . is
necessary until world opinion or future allies
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pressure a withdrawal. OPM's views are 
encapeulated in its slogan, "One people, one soul." 
Jakarta does not recognize the OPM as a 
legitimate guerrilla force, instead calling it the GPK 
(security disruptor ganga), or GPL (wild terrorist 
gangs). Jakarta uses the weight of its army - the 
largest in Southeast Asia - to break the OPM 
resistance by isolating the Papuan people in either 
PPM or translocal campe, by burning down 
villages, creation of fear by carrying out arbitrary 
arreste, beatings, torture, and murders. Indonesian 
army units make frequent sweeps through villages 
to arrest and burn. (TAPOL, 1984:10) 

6. MIIHa.ry Settler UnHs. An important component in
Jakarta's strategy to defend the occupied territory
against Papuan guerrillas ("Territorial
Management"), and to seal off the West
Papua-Papua New Guinea border to deny the
OPM sanctuary and access to supplies is the use of
military settler units ( trafl8ffliff'G8Í saptamarga)
numbering some 90,000 in compounds along the
Jayapura-Merauke Trans-Irian Highway which is
under construction. Made up of former army
personnel and their families, these units - unlike
regular army - are permanent settlements that will
eventually comprise a "Java Curtain� between
Papuan peoples.

7. Prohlbltioa of free Access aad total Deaial of
Vlolatlons. To hide the widespread human rights
violations, and genocidal assault on Papuan culture
and community liíe, Indonesia has closed off almost
ali of West Papua to journalists, and human rights
organizations. At the same time, the Indon�ian
govemment and army deny the existence of · the
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25-year-old war, the state of siege against the
Papuan people, and the killing of up to 200,000
Papuans. Instead, Jakarta says the armed
resistance is being done by "terrorista," who are
"separatists" and whoee aún it is to "disrupt
regional stability" and "development procese;" and
that Papuan rejection of Javanese assimilation is
due to their "backwardness," and "simplistic way
of thinking."

Java is waging a war against the Papuan people in 
order to take over Papuan land and resources for the 
Javanese, ali in the name of a mythical Indonesia, 
whoee state motto is "Unity Through Diversity," but 
should be "Submit to Java." 

The moet comprehensive statement on Java's plans 
for West Papua are contained in a document issued in 
April, 1984 by Brigadier-Gmeral Meliala Sembiring, 
military comm.ander of the occupying Indonesian army 
in West Papua. 

The 6Cl8ic slraten /or reeforing securily in lrian Jaya 
(West Papua) ia concenlratecl on separating lhe people 
/rom GPK ("Security Disruptor Ganga"), inc1'lcating a 
spiril o/ non-cooperalion/ruialance among the people 
fowarda lhe GPK, localizin1 U.e eecuritr-di8rvpfors, 
alril:ing oul at lhose disnlplora Clho peraial, and 
coMolidaling and reha6ililaling lhe region. 

The smiling policy implemenletl 6y lhe 
1'111a/Cendra111aaih Diviaion 6e/ore lhe middle o/ 198t 
u," lhe /irsl dep in our e//orta lo tlelach lhe people 
/rom lhe in/l•mcea o/ lhe GPK separatisl idea, and 
lhis policy m.al be /urtlaer tle11eloped 6r meaM o/ more 
6Cl8ic managemenl. Territorial smiling reflecta a 
lerrilorial attitude pided 6y the eight dulies o/ the 
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Armed Forces. Territorial amiling meaM acling wilh 
human /edinga and oulloois, honut openneBS and 
/riendship /rom lhe [army) apparatu fowarda lhe people 
in ila area. This can in praclice 6e clone 6y 
/ace-lo-/ace encountera, laOtUe-11i8ita, eapeciallr in lhe 
more remole regioM, and olhfl' ncla /amilr acliviliea. 

The nezt atep which ia no10 needecl ia to separate lhe 
people /rom lhe GPK, menlally and playaicallg, 6y 
selling up Cenlera /or Social De11elopmenl (Pusat 
Pengembangan Maayarakat), or PPMa, lhal ia lo aa,, 
aelling up aelllemenl localioM esp,ciallr in the more 
remole regions, taking accounl o/ local cuatoms, 
rdigioua 6elie/a, li/e-alyl,a, hialorical background, 
inler-tri6al relationa, and the aapiraliona o/ lhe local 
community. A program to raiae li11ing alandarda and 
impro11e social and economic condiliona ia a p0111er/vl 
magnet to allract lhe people in tlae 11icimty fo aetUe in 
tlae PPM locatioM so aa lo ddach lhem /rom the 
in/lccncea o/ lhe GPK separaliala. (TAPOL, 1984:10) 

With respect to the Papuan refugees who have Red· 
lndonesia's "smiling policy", PPMs, and territorial 
management, Sembiring says •we shall generously and 
open-hea.rtedly welcome back the border crossers as 
lndonesian citizens if they consciously retum to the fold 
of the Motherland." (TAPOL, 1984:10) 

Approximately 13,000 to 15,000 Papuan refugees have 
crossed into Papua New Guinea to seek safety from 
lndonesian violence. The refugees are living in 16 
isolated campe, in terrible conditions, with very limited 
assistance, most coming from the League of Red Cross 
Societies. Papua New Guinea's fear of Indonesia has 
prevented it from meeting internationally recognized 
standard& for the treatment and protection of refugees, 
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and that fear has for the time being silenced the PNG 
govemment in Port Moresby from intemationally 
condemning what is happening to Papuan peoples on 
the other side oí the invisible barrier. 

Indonesia denies that there are refugees, instead 
referring to them as "illegal border crossers." 
Indonesian offers for repatriation have been rebuffed by 
the. refugees who fear reprisaJs if they were to retum. 
Jakarta is preseuring Papua New Guinea's govemment 
to force repatriation in order to cloee the biggest leak in 
the "Java Curtain." 

STATES CLAIM 

VIOLENT INTENT 

INNOCENCE ANO OENY 

It is commonplace that states refute evidence oí their 
invasion and takeover oí Fourth World nations by 
asserting a sovereign right over "domestic territory;" by 
claiming that their armies are but dealing with "law 
and order problems," "terrorists." "separatists," 
"�ackward tribalism." or "rebels;" or by outright denials 
of any wrongdoing, territorial or human rights 
violations. Because most states claim sovereignty over 
many nations, and small states fear big states, most 
states look the other way and do not see state armed 
and settler forces that have invaded and now occupy 
Fourth World nations and peoples. Equivalent to the 
Hans Christian Anderson fairy tale, "The Emperor's 
New Clothes," where the Emperor's claims were empty 
but nevertheless were imposed, a new fairy tale of 
emptiness is being told, "The Emperor's New Claims." 

Bangladesh 

Widespread poverty under the marshall-law 
govemment oí Lieutenant General H. M. Ershad has 
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forced waves of desperately poor Bengalis to seek land. 
One of these waves has severa! million immigrants who 
have crossed lndia's border into Assam; another flood of 
migrants assisted by the Bengalí army has gone acroes 
the border into the Chittagong Hill Tracts in order to 
annex new lands for the state. 

Moslem immigrants from Bangladesh are being 
challenged by indigenous Hindu Assamese who say they 
are "squatters," "illegal aliens." Violence over the 
existence of several million Bengalis has been frequent 
and led to the death of 6,000 to 6,000 in 1983. lndia's 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi intervened with an August 
1986 agreement that called for the removal of a million 
or more Benga)is from the voter roles and their possible 
deportation. The Assamese and other indig�nous 
anti-immigration movements pressured New Dehli and 
Gandhi into disenfranchising and removing Bengalí 
immigrants. 

Despite the escalating land-based violence in Ass� 
and lndia's accord with the Assamese over Bengalí 
immigrants, the govemment of Bangladesh refWJes to 
recognize any problem. For example, in response to a 
New York Times article on the Assam Accord, Mr. 
Abdul Hannan, Mission of Bangladesh to the UN, 
claimed: 

The govemment o/ Bangladesh has repeatedlr made it 
clear that there are no Bangalees in Asaam, and lhe 

quealion o/ lheir ezpulaion to Bangladesh has nol amen 
ª' ali . . . . 

The populalion o/ Bangladesh is basicallr 
homogeneou., and afable. Socioeconomic reaearch has 
/ound acule aeasonal shorlage o/ labor in various parla 
o/ the counlr, during harvesling season due to laclc o/ 
populalion mobililJ. In a counl� where even a�aa?nal 
internal migTation o/ populahon aa so limated, 
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permanent emigTalion on the scale thal has 6een allegedis simply inconceivable. 

Bangladesh has 6een ezpenencing a rale o/ gTowlh o/ 
gToas domeslic producl, logdher 1Dilh growth ralea in 
induslr,, agricullure and services, higher than olher 
counlries in the region. There has nol 6een a single 

�ase o/ communal "'8harmony in Bangladesh since

andependence. So does il sland to reason thal 
Bangaless ahould have emigTated lo A88amf (Tht Ntw

York Times, Januar, 16, 1986:1,4) 

Similarly, the Bangladesh government also denies any 
invasion of the Chittagong Hill Tracts by Bangalee 
settlers or army. The bangladesh representative at the 
United Nations Working Group on lndigenous 
Populations (Geneva, July 81, 1986), used the same 
�ent against the overwhelming evidence of Bangali 
1nvas1on of Chakma and other indigenous nations' lands 
and outright genocide by the Bangladesh army: 
"Bangladesh is a homogenous country . . . there are 
four groups of tribals . . . but adequate census 
information on their numbers and locations is not 
available . . . the need for greater population mobility 
is a big problem in Bangladesh and to limit the 
movement of Bangalee citizens into an area would not 
only limit development, it would deny them a basic 
freedom." 

Army-assisted invasion by Bengali squatters is, 
apparently, a basic freedom in Bangladesh. 

Indonesia 

Spe�ng �fore the UN Working Group on lndigenous 
Populat1ons m response to a statement given by the 
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OPM West Papuan delegation, Indonesian representative,
Mr. Juwana, rejeded ali accusations: 

The accU8ation that tlae 06;ecfi11e o/ fransmigration is 
eitlaer fo 011enohelm tlae unique idenlif y which eÑts in 
lrian Jaga or to "ffllotlaer local resistance" is 
preposteroua. The o6jecffoe Indonesia 's transmigration

programme, miela is a national endea11our already in 
eÑtence /or mang reara, is fo eqand de11elopmenl 
e/lorls and to e11enly apread ifs 6ene/ifs fo tlae regions 
outside o/ tlae alreadr 011erpopulated areas in order fo 
aclaie11e nationally 6alanced economic progre88. The 
purpose is fo .tüize tlae surplus agricultural manpou,er
a11aila6le fo de11elop land resourcu in tlae oufer islanda.
n ,, aimed at improwng tlae standard o/ liwng o/ tlae 
communify in general, 6y increasing regional 
de11elopment and 6y assisfing tlae people on tlae outer 
islanda that demonsfrate a relati11e lag in de11elopmerd. 

The 10orlhy aima o/ flae transmigration policr are 
recognized, 6ofla nationally and intemafionally. 
A,si,tance /or this programme is nof onlg recei11ed /rom 
/riendly counlries 6.t alao /rom nch inlemafional 
insfifufions as the World Banle, which recenflr appro11ed 
a su6stanlial loan. Tlae implemenf ation o/ tlae 
fransmigration programme is nof yef per/ecf. Tlaere 
are many problema left to iron out and many 
•n/orueen di//iculfie, fo ciffend fo. B.t these are 
almost enlirely conceming flae agricwtural aapecfs o/ flae 
projecf arad o6daclu to cultural undersfcinding ha11e 
never 6een flae mcun la•rdle, fo 011ercome. A, in any 
counfr, 10e laa11e eqerienced di//iculfies in hcirmoniously
/uing peoplu 10ttla di/Jerenl 6ackgrounda and di//erenl 
lanpages .... 

I must cidd that allegations o/ more than eoo,ooo
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Thircl 1'orld Colonial EzpaMion, 123 !ria_ne,� _deaths during müita,y occupation, 6om6ings •ndtscnmsnate shooting, imprisonmenf forl1ere de ar;completely a6surd and untrue . . . . (Juwana,' 1986) 
Melanesia and Indonesia

Cons!der that there are two major forces in collisionwo�ldwide: the expansion of states and the defendingnations. . Indonesia and Melanesia - two largegeographic areas of islands - represent thesecounte� �orces _of political incorporation by invasion,�d political liberat1on by self-determination. Indonesia
18 ª. new colonial state built on Javanese expansion by�es and settlers against the peoples of Sumatra 
P

Kalimantan, South Moluccas, East Timor and Westapu� Melanesia is an equally la.rge area 'that has an emergmg lif al 'd · �eopo ic . i entdy b� on independence�m colowal . occupat�on. Indonesia is an archipelago ofdiffe!8nt natio� . unded by force; Melanesia is anarch1pelago of snrular peoples united by choice. Independence from colonial rule is adin throughout Melanesia: Fiji (1970), Papua Ne:
p

�uine! (1976),. Solomon Islands (1978), Vanuatu (1980), and �anaki (New ?aledonia claimed by France) will acluevemdependenc� in the near future. That leaves theTorres Strad Islands (claimed Australia) and w tPapua,. South Molucca and East Timor.' (claimed :yIndonesia). 
. M�Ianesia has a very strong internal affinity based on identdy �d a growing consensus against non-Melanes1an control by occupation. Vanuatu is in the forefront of the pan-Melanesian movement In address to the United Nations General Ássemb: (Oc�ober 11, 1984), Vanuatu Foreign Minister Sel Molisa stated: a 
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W e regret that there is some jw,tification to the 
IBraeli and South A/rican complaint that the 
intemational community is very selective in its 
denunciations. It pains w, deeply that there is indeed a 
grain o/ truth to this argument. How else can we 
e:q,lain the condemnations o/ the annezation o/ 
Jeruaalem and the Golan Heights, but silence on the 
annezation o/ East TimorV How else can we e:q,lain 
the condemnations o/ apartheid but the silence on the 
plighl o/ the Melanesian people o/ West Papuaf 

How else can we e:q,lain the appeal8 to sever 
economic ties with South A/rica while a South A/rican 
companr participates in the e:q,loitation o/ W est 
Papua's oil resourcesV How else can we e:q,lain the 
concem over Israelí and South A/rican military 
e:q,ansionism, and the indiJ/erence to the military 
e:q,ansionism in our region which has already seen 
West Papua and East Timor swallowed, i/ not digested, 
and which now pro11ol:es, and threatens the so11ereignty 
and territorial integrity o/ our good neighbor, Papua 
New GuineaV 

Our region ss m011Jfl /or its calm and serene 
atmosphere. The countries o/ the South Paci/ic are 
popwlated by peace lo1Jing people o/ di11erse ethnic and 
cultural bacl:grounü. However, our similar colonial 
histories ha11e instilled in 1UI ali a strong a11ersion to 
eztemal inter/erence and /oreign rule. On this we are 
in total accord. 

Un/ortunately, the intemational community has not 
ret token note o/ this. Thw,, while our support is 
gi11en as a matter o/ principie in the struggle against 
apartheid, litUe is hoVJfl o/ our own struggle against 
the same practices in our 0VJfl region. (Mollea, October 
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11, 1984) 

FOUR CHOICES INSTEAD OF THREE 

The three worlds of capitalism, communism and 
poverty are not the only choices for the more than 
three thousand nations that are confrontad by political, 
military and economic éxpansion. A fourth choice 
establishes a geopolitical firebreak between aggressive, 
expanding states. Enduring nations are anchored in 
their geography, they do not expand beyond the 
extent of their people or beyond their need. 
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The 

lgorot 
Of The 

Cordillera 
De/ending llae Ancestral DomGin in llae Philippines. 

William F. Claver 
Chairperson 
Cordillera Peoples' Alliance 

There are in the Philippines today about 7 million 
indigenous peoples, the bulk of whom are located in 
Mindanao. They consist of the Muslime and other 
Tribal Filipinos. In the North, particularly in the 
Cordillera range of mountains, live the lgorots 
numbering some eight hundred thousand (800,000) 
people. It is the lgorots of the Cordilleras in Northern 
Philippines to which I belong. . . .

During more than 300 years of Sp&IU8h dommat1on, 
the lgorots of the Cordilleras, like their Muslim brothers 
and other Tribal Filipinos in the South, have never been 
conquered nor effectively subjugated; neither had they 
been Christianized unlike the lowland Filipinos. The 
Igorots, at the end of the last century, kept · their lande, 
their culture, their heritage and their identity. Today, 
tbese same people, the lgorots, stand at the threshold of 
their history of losing their lande, their culture, and 
their identity at the hands of the Philippine government. 

Consider these developmente, 
The Cordillera abounds in vast mineral and other 

natural resources like foresta and rivera. And, although 
we live in one compact area, in creating the Old 

fourth Wol'ld Journal Vol l. No. 2 


